TABLE OF
CONTENTS
Disclaimer

1

Chapter One: Introduction and Contextual Background

3

Chapter Two: Commission 1: Children’s Voices

11

Chapter Three: Commission 2: Testimonies from
adult stakeholders

17
67

Chapter Four: People’s Commissioners’ Reflections
72
Chapter Five: Recommendations
74
Chapter Six: Moving ahead
80
List of References

DISCLAIMER
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chapter one

INTRODUCTION
AND CONTEXTUAL
BACKGROUND
Our children’s lives matter! The continued
violence against children in recent years
has reached unacceptable proportions
warranting stakeholders to take collective
action to eradicate the scourge. The recent
spate of child murders coupled to growing
fears regarding child safety in 2016/2017
prompted 16 civil society organizations
led by the Trauma Centre for Survivors of
Violence and Torture to unite in lobbying
for a judicial Commission of Inquiry into the
lack of Child Safety in the Western Cape. In
this chapter, an explanation as to what led
to a People’s Commission of Inquiry into
Child Safety (PCOI) in the Western Cape
was convened.

Changing the Eyes with which We
See Reality
Child safety and protection is a collective
responsibility of all stakeholders. The
outcry of the general public at the height of
the child murders in 2017 led numerous civil
society organizations to host dialogues,
roundtables, mass meetings and marches
for several months. Within civil society,
debates regarding the way forward to
address the child murders moved into
deeper reflection on the interventions used
currently and its efficacy. It was through
these public participatory processes that
the need for a Provincial Commission of
Inquiry regarding the lack of Child Safety
- an intervention mooted by the Trauma
Centre for Survivors of Violence- finally
gained momentum.
The call for a judicial Commission was one
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of the tangible interventions that could
meet civil society’s goals. Our reasoning
was based on an ancient African proverb
which speaks to changing the eyes with
which we see our reality. In other words,
when violence against children continue
despite the efforts implemented, then
there is a need to evaluate the efficacy of
operational plans to eliminate violence. We
argued that the voices of the communities
were needed to inform change regarding
child safety.
After protracted consultations between
civil society and the Office of the Premier,
the provincial Cabinet rejected the call for
a judicial Commission of inquiry in 2018
citing the exorbitant costs of a commission
and current research as sufficient to meet
the goals of civil society. The premier
argued in both consultative meetings
that she preferred a research study to the
formal commission. The research study
never occurred. Instead meetings were
held with academics from universities in
the province who merely presented their
studies mainly of a quantitative nature.
The voices of parents, siblings, educators
and communities are not documenting in
these research studies which civil society
argued was necessary to have a deeper
understanding of the needs of families and
communities.
Even petitioning the Western Cape
Petitions Standing Committee could not
yield the desired outcome. After lodging
with the Western Cape Petitions’ Standing

Committee in 2017, our petition was finally
heard in April 2018. However, despite
all parties agreeing that the child safety
was a priority, parties differed on the
appropriate action. The members of the
Standing Committee agreed unanimously
with our petition but lacked the power
to make or enforce any decisions in this
regard. Their recommendation was joint
public hearings hosted by civil society and
the Department of Social Development in
the province. Although two parties met to
discuss the viability of the recommended
public hearings, civil society rejected
the recommendation citing political
interference as a drawback.
A direct consequence of the Western
Cape government’s rejection of a judicial
Commission of Inquiry led to the Trauma
Centre and its peers convening Commission
1 and 2 of the People’s Commission of Inquiry
into Child Safety in the Western Cape in the
second half of 2018. This report is based
on the testimonies of stakeholders who
testified before the People’s Commission
of Inquiry into Child Safety in the Western
Cape held with 130 children in July 2018 and
followed on the 14th and 15th November
2018 with adult stakeholders from the Cape
Flats. The third Commission is set for later in
2019 in the Overberg. The oral and written
testimonies were gathered from children,
parents, ward councillors, teacher unions,
non-governmental and community-based
organizations as well as other voices in the
Western Cape. Civil society’s intention is to
utilise that Final Report as an advocacy tool
which informs further public participatory
processes. It is not meant for bookshelves
or coffee tables but rather as a tool for
further engagement on the collective
responsibility required to bring about
effective programmes of action that will
lead to the improvement of child safety in
the Western Cape.

Legislative Framework
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The child is unique. Children pave the

way for our future and we as adults in
our personal and professional lives need
to protect them at all times. Under the
United Nations Convention for the Rights
of the Child (UNCRC), children in South
Africa should enjoy Article 6 (the right to
life), Article 19 (the right to be protected
from being hurt or ill-treated in the body
or mind) and Article 34 (the right to be
free from sexual violence) amongst other
articles aimed at ensuring their safety. The
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare
of the Child (1990) stipulates that the child
has an inherent right to life. Similarly, the
Children’s Charter states that children have
the right to be protected from violence
including gang violence.
In Chapter 2 of the Bill of Rights in the South
African Constitution, Section 28 specifically
mentions these rights mentioned in the
UNCRC. All children in South Africa should
enjoy their constitutional rights to safety,
security, shelter and life. Despite ratifying
global and regional conventions to protect
the rights of the child, the Government
of South Africa finds itself in crisis as
the ongoing child murders continues
unabated. Irrespective of age, gender, race
and social standing, children’s safety is
increasingly being compromised in South
Africa, notably in the Western Cape. The
safety of children living in communities
with high levels of violence and poverty
are even more precarious.
Given the
plethora of progressive legislation such as
the Children’s Act, Child Justice Act, and
Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related
matters) children should be safe in their
homes and neighbourhood, yet safety
eludes millions of children in South Africa
daily.
Mechanisms to Protect Children
The UNCRC expects countries to establish
national complaints mechanisms to protect
children. In South Africa, the SAHRC has
the responsibility to investigate violations
against children. Most countries have either
a national commissioner or ombudsman

as the complaints’ mechanism. One of
the challenges in locating the complaints’
mechanism within the SAHRC is the broad
mandate of the Chapter 9 institution while
other challenges are linked to capacity and
resources to fulfill its mandate.
The Western Cape Provincial Government’s
Constitution makes allowance for a Child
Commissioner to serve in the interest of
the child. The Western Cape Commissioner
for Children Bill was drafted under former
Premier Ebrahim Rasool’s tenure and later
revised from 2008 when the Democratic
Alliance came into power under the
leadership of Premier Helen Zille. It has
taken the Western Cape government a
decade to finalize the Bill which has now
been legislated in April 2019. It will take
another few months before the Office of
the Child Commissioner is set and ready to
implement its mandate.
Until such time that the Office of the Child
Commissioner is established, complaints
regarding children and the violation of
their rights can be lodged and investigated
by the SAHRC in the Western Cape. The
SAHRC in the Western Cape showed an
interesting in working alongside civil society.
Commissioner Christopher Nissen pledged
his support for a judicial Commission
of Inquiry at the start of civil society’s
advocacy campaign and has continued
to support the People’s Commission of
Inquiry into Child Safety in the Western
Cape. In 2018, he became one of the
People’s Commissioners. However, a death
in the family, prevented his participation in
Commission 2. Consequently, the SAHRC
observed for the second leg of the People’s
Commission of Inquiry.

Violence against children

5

Violence as social construct is very complex.
Broadly speaking, violence manifests itself
mostly in visible forms (physical violence)
but we are not always aware of invisible
forms
(psychologically,
structurally,

systemic, symbolically or culturally) of
violence which are equally challenging.
Visible violence has a strong linkage with
invisible forms of violence. For example,
poverty is a structural form of violence that
can lead to a physical form of violence such
as armed robbery. When systems (laws,
policies, procedures, processes) are put
in place but not implemented because of
budgetary, human resources and other
constraints, physical violence is more likely
to occur.
Every category of violence (self-harm,
interpersonal and collective violence)
affects children and can result in an unnatural
death. The recent heinous child murders
on the Cape Flats is a strong indictment
on how society protects its children. While
most boys were murdered as a result of
gang violence, girls experience multiple
trauma (such as kidnap, rape) before being
murdered. Girls suffer a double jeopardy by
been firstly a child and secondly a girl child.
Children, especially the girl-child, are more
likely to become victims of physical or visible
violence perpetrated by an acquaintance
or family member than a stranger.
The highest cause of death was linked to
boys and gang violence followed by child
abuse especially amongst children under the
age of 5. Neonaticide (murder of newborn
babes less than a month old) remains a
challenge despite the decriminalization of
abortion. Compared to the other provinces,
the Western Cape has a slightly higher rate
of child murders. Project Impi has linked
262 children who were either murdered
or wounded between 2010 -2016 to stolen
guns sold to gangsters in the Western Cape.

Dealing with child trauma
Addressing child trauma caused by violence
against children is crucial to the growth and
development of South Africa. Research
(Turner et al,2012, Van Der Kolk,2005) has
shown that unresolved child trauma has
implications for adulthood setting the scene

for a child affected by trauma to became
either a victim (inter and transgenerational
trauma) or perpetrator of violence and
crime as an adult.

child who displays aggressive behaviour in
this context may be viewed as naughty or
rude because the behaviour is not viewed
as a trauma response.

Perry (2002) defines child trauma as:

Without supportive caregivers, stressful
situations can lead to ‘toxic stress’ (Shonkoff,
2009). Toxic stress (Shonkoff et al, 2012) is
defined as:

‘a psychologically event that is
outside the range of normal childhood
experience and involves a sense of
intense fear, terror and helplessness.’
The National Child Traumatic Stress Network
(NCTSN) views child trauma as ‘traumatic
events or situations that overwhelm children
and adolescents’ ability to cope. Globally,
regionally and nationally, a child is defined
as someone aged between 0 and 17. Child
trauma is further distinguished in terms of
developmental stages:
early childhood (0-6
years), primary school
or pre-adolescent (7-12
years) and adolescent
(13 – 17 years). Children
are different and the
factors
surrounding
the
trauma
might
differ as well.
Post
traumatic growth is
not a ‘one size fit all’
process. Some children
take longer than others
depending
on
the
level of exposure, past
traumatic experiences,
support systems and
coping mechanisms.
Child trauma stems from natural causes
(such as a flood, hurricane, tornado etc) or
unnatural causes (such as sexual violence,
gang violence, traumatic grief, domestic
violence). When children live in situations
where violence occurs daily, reactions to
trauma become normalised. For example,
the child and parent who hears or witnesses
gang violence every day may not realise
that the child’s behaviour may be because
of the regular exposure to violence. The
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‘the extreme, frequent or extended
activation of the stress response
without the buffering presence of
a supportive adult. Risk factors for
toxic stress in childhood include child
neglect, extreme poverty, family
violence, substance abuse and parental
mental health problems.’

Caregivers living in continuous trauma
settings may not be capable of supporting
their children because they are dealing with
their own trauma recovery journey. Children
experiencing positive and tolerable stress
situations are more likely to cope when
they have access to supportive caregivers
than those experiencing toxic stress.
A large cohort of children in South Africa are
exposed to trauma-related experiences,
mostly due to unnatural causes. Some
experience multiple and continuous trauma

due to violence and crime throughout their
childhood (Trauma Centre, 2015). In general,
almost 50% of child murders in South Africa
are due to child abuse and neglect (ARCCRSA, 2017). According to the National
Child Homicide Study (MRC, 2009) 44% of
children were killed because of violence.
Infanticide is high in the country compared
to the global statistics. The South African
Death Review pilot (Matthews et al, 2016)
reveal child murders is 5,5 per 100,000
compared to the global rate of 2,4 per
100,000.
The alternate report on child rights in South
Africa (ARC-CRSA, 2017) submitted to the
African Union by civil society, argues that
‘poverty, violence, malnutrition, a lack of
care and harsh discipline in the first 1000
days of life create a ‘toxic stress’ which
has potentially lifelong consequences for
children’s health and schooling.’ Shonkoff
et al (2013) notes that toxic stress can
occur before birth through the mother’s
experiences of prenatal maternal distress
as well as distress expressed by the mother
during her child- and adulthood.
Van Der Kolk (2005) argues that the ‘human
mind is a social organ shaped by experience.’
Exposure to traumatic experiences impacts
on the child trauma recovery because it
requires the body and mind to heal. Trauma,
according to Van der Kolk (2015) is:

refers to consistency and predictability
in the child’s environment. Nurturing is
characterised by availability, sensitivity
and warmth in responding to children’s
needs.’
A number of factors (Turner et al, 2012)
disrupts child protection and safety in the
home:
1. family violence (physical, emotional,
economic, psychological, sexual abuse
and child neglect)
2. family adversity
3. intimate partner violence perpetrated
by former partners, current partners
(both step or biological)
4. parental dysfunctionality as a
consequence of substance abuse, gang
affiliation
5. family adversity relating to family
stresses such as unemployment, taking
care of chronically ill family member,
adapting to the loss of a key family
member eg breadwinner.
6. Homelessness relating to constant
moving of the family, living conditions
in temporary facilities.
7. problematic parenting practices

‘not just an event but also the imprint
left behind by that experience on mind,
and body……. It [trauma] changes not
only how we think and what we think
about but also our very capacity to
think.’
Children need safe, stable and nurturing
environments and relationships to develop
mentally and physically. Turner et al, (2012)
defines ‘safety’ as:
‘refers [-ing] to the extent to which
children are free from harm within their
social and physical environment. Stability
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Child trauma is hardly linked to invisible
violence and yet risk factors such as poverty,
homelessness,
joblessness
influences
interpersonal and collective violence that
children witness or experience in the home,
community and society as depicted in the
diagram below (Malotane Henkeman, 2018).

DENIAL
Neuroscience
research
has
made
significant strides in understanding how
trauma caused by violence affects the
development of the brain. Given that the

critical periods of development. Traumatic
experiences during critical periods of
development increase the vulnerability of
brain development.

brain begins to develop in the mother’s
womb, even the unborn child is impacted
by violent and traumatic experiences. The
primitive brain comprises of the brain stem
which is the first to develop in the mother’s
womb followed by the diencephalon which
regulates basic functions related to arousal
such as heart beat, body temperature and
blood pressure.
At birth, the human brain is not fully
developed. The primitive brain is therefore
highly sensitive to stress and violence.
The hindbrain is first to develop fully,
followed by the midbrain (the emotional
brain) and lastly the forebrain (neocortex)
or the thinking brain (at the age of 25 to
30). It develops sequentially from the
lowest part of the brain (hindbrain) to the
forebrain. It organizes especially during the
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The brain however is able to recover
from survival mode if the child receives
supports from all its caregivers. Support
focusing on addressing current violence is
central to recovery. Given the long-term
impact of unresolved childhood trauma,
this PCOI can be viewed as a preventative
intervention aimed at ensuring that those
caregivers responsible for children’s wellbeing are held accountable for addressing
child adversity. It is vital to acknowledge
that children affected by violence and as
a consequence thereof experience trauma
are more likely to grow into traumatized
adults.

Terms of Reference for the People’s Commission of Inquiry into
Child Safety
1.

Preamble

The People’s Commission of Inquiry into Child Safety will inquire into, make findings,
report on and make recommendations concerning the following:
a)
b)
c)
d)

2.

The state of child protection and safety in the Western Cape.
Policies and guidelines aimed at protecting children and its implementation with
the view of strengthening child protection in the province.
Compliance and alignment with the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa
1996; any other relevant legislation, policies and guidelines and the rule of law.
The implementation of National Plan of Action for Children and the Child 		
Commissioner Bill in the Western Cape

Geographical reach

The People’s Commission of Inquiry is expected to cover communities in the Western
Cape where:
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a)
b)
c)

child murders, abductions and injuries to children have occurred;
child safety is compromised by visible and invisible violence;
service delivery to cater for children’s needs are compromised.

3.

Scope of the Commission

3.1

Investigate at a community level child murders, abductions and 		
injuries:

a)
b)
c)

Circumstances or factors that led to child murders and injuries;
Efforts to prevent child murders, abductions and injuries;
Efficiency and effectiveness of service delivery aimed at ensuring child protection
and safety;

3.2

Investigate allegations of poor living conditions of children:

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Access to housing
Standard of housing
Access to food security
Access to recreation
Access to protection from harm

3.3

Investigate the conduct of the caregivers responsible for children’s
well-being:

a)
b)

Conduct of caregivers
Compliance with the human and constitutional rights of children

c)

Whether by act or omission created or contributed to an environment which 		
compromised child safety.

3.4

Investigate the conduct of government and civil society in the 		
provision of service delivery for children:

a)
b)
c)
d)

services were delivers, appropriately and adequately to counter child harm;
appropriate resources to enable quality service delivery were available;
by act or omission created or contributed to an environment which was enable
child harm;
employed sufficient safeguards and measures to ensure the safety of children

4.

Methods of obtaining information

a)
b)
c)

Between three to five Commissioners will be assigned to hear testimony of 		
witnesses;
A logistical team will offer administrative support to the Commissioners;
Oral and written submissions will be accepted from diverse stakeholders.

5.

Findings and Recommendations

The findings and recommendations of the Commission must address and set out
mechanisms to:
a)
b)
c)
d)

eliminate inefficiencies and inconsistencies;
ensure fairness, equity and efficacy;
enhance service delivery;
contribute to addressing the need to strengthen of child protection and safety.

6.

People’s Commissioners

The People’s Commissioners will be selected on the basis of:
a)
b)
c)

gender representivity;
race and cultural diversity;
experience and good-standing in society.

7.

Final report

The final report will be disseminated to all stakeholders who participated in the PCOI.
The report will be release in 2019
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chapter two

COMMISSION 1:
CHILDREN’S
VOICES
Our children’s voices need to be heard. Too often are children ignored when it comes
to matters directly influencing them, where in fact they should be playing a critical role
in finding solutions to the issues relating to their safety. It is important that spaces are
created in which we listen to and hear their views, experiences and ideas. Consequently,
the first leg of the PCOI focused on children aged between 8 – 17 years. This leg was
facilitated in child-friendly manner and excluded the Commissioners. Instead the children
were support by mental health practitioners coupled to caregivers from the various
participating organisations. One of the groups of children were from Noluthando School
for the Deaf in Khayelitsha to ensure the inclusion of children with disabilities. Through
this chapter, the People’s Commission of Inquiry (PCOI) has ensured that children’s voices
have been included within this process.
The first leg was officially held on the 18th July 2018, as part of the Nelson Mandela
Centenary Commemoration. There were approximately 80 children attending from 6
community-based organisations in Salt River, Manenberg, Hanover Park, Khayelitsha,
Bonteheuwel and Maitland. In preparation for this PCOI, Trauma Centre held sessions
at their premises in Woodstock with the children. Sessions took place over a 2- week
period and each child attended 2 sessions per week. The sessions focused on their
experiences of living in their communities, the violence within their communities and its
impact on their safety, how trauma affects their body and mind and influences their daily
behaviours as well as their rights as children. At the end of the PCOI, children were given
10 of the following cards to complete in their communities with other children. They
returned these cards to the Trauma Centre.

11

The PCOI was held at Tsogo Sun Garden Court Nelson Mandela Boulevard Hotel in
Woodstock. There were 9 groups each focusing on different themes such as health,
safety at home, safety at school, travelling, food and nutrition, medical assistance and
police. Each group had a mix of children from the various communities present as well as
one influential leader, an adult who listened to the children’s testimonies. The influential
leaders included both political and community members. At the end of the 67 minutes of
testimonies and discussions, the influential leaders were given an opportunity to respond
to what they had heard during the discussions.
Trauma Centre was also invited speak at a Youth Imbizo held in Rylands prior to the
PCOI. The Youth Imbizo was organised by the Department of Justice and Constitutional
Development and included approximately 50 children from the Cape Flats. The
children had come together to talk about the various issues which they are facing in
their communities and hear from different guest speakers. Trauma Centre’s executive
director, Valdi Van Reenen-Le Roux, presented the work of Trauma Centre and the role it
plays within the communities. She shared information about the PCOI and the children
attending were also given an opportunity to share their stories on the cards.

Approximately 1200 card-based testimonies were collected from the PCOI and the Youth
Imbizo. Based on the testimonies collected from the cards, this chapter firstly describes
the world which children envision and secondly the world which children see. The
testimonies of the children informed a charter on children’s rights to safety which will be
memorialised in the courtyard at the Trauma Centre to commemorate the silent voices of
children murdered in the Western Cape. The Charter is an alternative means of reporting
on the findings and recommendations of children who participated in the PCOI. It seeks
to enable children to articulate their views through a public participatory process in an
appropriate child-sensitive manner. Please note that while other charters on child safety
may exist, this charter captures the voices of the children who testified at the PCOI.
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chapter three

COMMISSION 2:
LISTENING TO THE
VOICES ADULT
STAKEHOLDERS
This chapter provides excerpts from
testimonies of stakeholders who testified
over the two days. People’s Commissioners’,
Llewellyn Macmaster, Glenda Wildschut and
Lorna Houston presided during the plenary.
The proceedings started with a candlelighting ceremony for all participants. The
candles burnt throughout the proceedings.

realised that my community was so broken
and the people around me do not have
access to certain stuff.….

COMMISSION 2.1: Family Life
This commission focused on the testimonies
of parents whose children were either
murdered, injured or missing. Eight parents
were expected to testify however; one
family was too distraught to testify.

Testifier 1: Avril Andrews
Avril Andrew, son Alcardo was murdered
in 2015 for refusing to join a gang. She
is the founder of Alcardo Foundation,
community-based organisation supporting
the community of Hanover Park
I am grateful for being here today…………...
I have worked in my community for the
past 25 years until 2015. I used to work with
youth, and in early 2015, two of the young
men I worked with were killed. That same
year, another 13-year-old very dear to me
was also killed. As well as children who
went missing. The same year, 2015, I also
lost a loved one that was my son due to not
signing up to be a gangster. He was killed
in the community. So, after that my work in
the community took a different focus…… I
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Children killed, girls rape………... looking at all
the problems and not having enough social
workers………. the boys’ parents are not
around … boys get forced into gangsterism…
and how they grow up in the community
because there is no one to reach out to ...
You know I witnessed so many children
getting killed, seeing their bodies…… our
children get killed just for walking…. Those
children were very close to me …………... They
[the perpetrators get parole ……. and ……..
kill again…...What I want to see is different
departments [government] not blaming
each other…….. When we started out,
people always thought it was just a SAPS
problem. It’s really the community first…..
then social development, the Human Rights

Commissioner and all working together…..
it’s a social issue…. We would like to see
these departments on one page.
We have seen the gaps and with the gaps,
our people get killed ..…. We work towards
peace and reconciliation but how can
our mothers and families get peace and
reconciliation if the gaps keep forming….
Everybody in government need to be on
the same page. We stood with mothers that
are so broken, we even had a mother that
gathered money to take revenge…..take out
a hit for the child who is gone ….. but we
got together to save this mother …. We, too
want to make a difference, we want to be
part of the solution but we need to raise
money to go to Wynberg court to support
the mothers but Mitchells Plain Court is still
a problem.
So, I feel if just each department can come
together and listen…… and how important it
is for the community to heal and be safer.
We as mothers who lost our children we are
tired, tired of the pain, tired of the justice
system and the never ending gang war……

Testifier 2: Michelle Ohlson
Michelle and her husband are founders of
Concerned Parents for Missing Children.
Matthew Ohlson disappeared from his
home on the 24th March 1997. Matthew
was nine years old at the time and he went
outside to fetch the dirt bin. It was the last
time his mother saw him.
While I was out searching for him, I learnt a
lot working with children. Two years after
he disappeared, we started Concerned
Parents for Missing Children where we go
out with parent to search for their children.
I learnt how the police worked, the way
they worked and their routine. They look
at age, and decide that the naughty child
is gone for the weekend and will return. By
the Monday - we did not work on Mondays
– when my son disappeared, I went to look
for him even at the graveyard. The police
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didn’t come back to me, they just followed
their routine search. My son could have
been kept in anyone’s house. My husband
and I felt strongly about other parents’ who
find themselves searching for their children
will not go through what we had to endure.
My aim was to do things differently, not
to look at age, race and stereotypes. We
managed to change the long wait to
immediate searching. We used various
networks. We found human trafficking.
We discuss often different ways of
improving searches. Other people called
for fingerprinting of children, a call centre
for parents to gain assistance but it didn’t
stop. You go to the parent and you take the
parent with on the search. You know I did
not believe anyone when they went out to
look for Matthew. They would come back
and say he is not there.
For me, I had to see for myself. It’s a deeply
personal experience. I had to become part
of the search. It is like a book that you cannot
close. It’s a part of you that you actually live
with, one day on and one day off because
your child is missing and you didn’t say
goodbye. We often needed to wait on the
police, we could not act even though we
had information. In one case despite our
information, the police took their time and
her body was found. I remember a fiveyear old boy whom we were searching for
the whole night. When we found the child,
we heard him call my name and we were
relieved. But that man, he was busy with
human trafficking because he did not pick
up the child randomly, he monitored the
child. It was difficult to work with them
(SAPS) because they had the authority, like
they have the last say. When we have a case
in a particular area, we need to go to SAPS
first and use the guideline to do it the legal
way. I am thinking of two little girls who
just played and went missing. They were 5
years old and neighbours.
Nothing has been done about it. Where have
our children gone to? What is government

really doing about it? Are we supposed to
disappear with our children? And that is the
question that lay on our hearts. Mothers
don’t really know what happened to their
children. I have cases of children that
disappeared during the time of the Station
Strangler and what we learnt is that bodies
are dumped. Who knows whose children
were dumped?
Living with this, when you don’t know what
happened is a terrible thing. But because
you have no one behind you when it comes
to government, no one behind you when it
comes to policing because they have their
own way of doing things. And when a case
ends, it ends! But your life must still go on,
you still need to live with it, think about it,
visualise it. A lot of mothers went into a
mental state; they could not handle. They
question what done wrong. Nowadays
people are very careless when it comes to
their children because they think, “this is not
going to happen to me, I’m not that stupid,
I’m not that careless”. You know as parents
you don’t know where your child is, but you
see two and three-year-old girls go to the
shops, sometimes at night. And you are
powerless because you can’t stop. When it
comes to the law you don’t have the right to
say “listen take your child inside” and think
of what could happen to your child.

Testifier 3: Johanna Johannes
Johanna Johannes is a resident of Hanover
Park. Johanna’s daughter was a grade 9
learner at Crystal High School. She was
fatally wounded by gangsters.
My name Johanna Johannes. My daughter
was shot last year. Her name was Taylor
Johannes…… She was a lovely kind person.
She liked to tease the little ones and always
had a smile on her face. One day she and
her friends were on their way to visit her
aunty, they went to the shop and that is
where they shot her. She was dead on the
scene. I’m still very heart sore, I can’t come
over this……..
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Die kinders mis haar ook… hulle bly vra
waar is sy……… Ek is ‘n enkelouer.. ek het vyf
kinders gehad… Ernest (haar pa) was ook
geskiet. Hy was ‘n neighbourhood watch.
Ja,… hy is sestien jaar gelede op ‘n eerste
nuwejaar gewees. Daar was ook gang
fights gewees. Toe het hy nog kinders uit
die pad uitgehaal. Hy het baie gedoen in
die community, maar ek verstaan hoe sulke
mense maar altyd sterf….

Ek het nog nooit court cases attend nie.
Dis die eerste keer dat ek court toe…Ja die
outjies wat saam was het dit baie maklik
gevat. Voor my sê hulle, hulle het klaar bloed
gevat… en ek voel issie reg… Niks skaamte
nie, niks respect vir my pyn nie.
Ek will graag sien dat die kinders van die
pad af te kry dat hulle nie so op hoeke staan
nie. En gee werk vir die kinders. Daar’s baie
needy ook. En ek myself het niks inkomste
nie. Dit gaan ook maar swaar want die
kinders verwag klere, skoene and kos.… Dis
support groepe help my baie…. Ek voel nou
beter, ‘n bietjie beter nou dat ek gehuil het.

Testifier 4: Natasha Nathaniels
Natasha is a resident of Mitchells Plain.
Natasha’s son, Nathaniel was shot in a
crossfire between rival gangs

Nathaniel just turned fourteen on the 11th
March. It was his first year in high school,
he was so excited. He just went to the shop
and then the gangsters decided to shoot at
each other. He got caught in the crossfire
when a stray bullet hit his head. He was
instantly brain dead. I always feel like it’s
my fault because I should’ve been there to
go with him to the shop. Why did he walk
alone? It was seven o’clock, it was starting
to get dark, it was two houses away from
my sister. I felt he was safe but he wasn’t. I
don’t even know how to feel when people
say they sorry. Why are they sorry? What
do I tell his little sisters? I don’t know what
to tell them, the two-year old she’s asking
me “Nathaniel, Nathaniel gone? Where’s
he gone?” what do I explain? The six-year
old understands it, she’s saying “mommy
Nathaniel is dead now”, but does she really
understand what it means? The one minute
she’s asking “when is he coming back?” the
next minute she’s saying “he’s dead”. So,
all I need to know, how do you deal with
this? What do I need to do? Do I need to
tell parents “even if your child is small, you
need to keep their hand just to go to the
shop?” What do you tell them?
He wanted to get airtime. He wasn’t a
gangster, he didn’t smoke or drink, he
wasn’t a naughty child. He was always in
the house, he just decided to go at the
wrong time to the shop. Those people are
still walking free. The one guy, they locked
up. Everybody is saying he is innocent. Who
do I get to trust……..... I don’t know because
the police on the one hand is saying they
locked up the guy. On the other hand, they
don’t give me a report, they don’t give any
feedback. My husband is working most of
the time. So, I don’t get to deal with it; the
one moment I’m numb, the next minute
I’m crying. When you see kids you extra
sensitive and cautious, cause when… I freak
out cause she’s getting hurt and I’m, what’s
there to protect her…it’s my fault if she gets
hurt. I’m so scared to let my kids go to the
park to let them play, I don’t even trust
anybody. I don’t allow my kids to make
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friends. When I go to the gardens I’m so
freaked out, I am keeping them close and
I’m so scared I’m traumatising them cause
I’m so over protective.
I take Angela to school and I wait till a
teacher come, and I tell the teacher “don’t
let her go alone to the bathroom, just wait
and I am the only one who can come fetch
her, don’t let anybody take her”. I don’t think
Tracy even makes friends cause then people
ask a play date, I’m like “no”, because I’m
so scared somebody is going to hurt her. To
be honest… I just feel it was so unnecessary
for him just to go to the shop and get
killed. I feel like I’m mostly to blame, I can’t
even blame the community even if they
are hiding the guys that killed him, if the
people don’t want come forward. I feel I’m
to blame, if I just stood outside or walked
with him. What do a parent feel when you
lose your only son? Is it no longer safe to
walk two houses away? Not around the
corner, two houses, it was just two houses.
One minute, he’s fine, he’s laughing, next
minute, the people are shouting your son is
laying on the floor…….

Testifier 5: Roegshanda Pascoe
Roegshanda is a community leader in
Manenberg. Her children and grandchildren
are deeply affected by gang violence as one
consequences of her activism.
Good morning everyone……. As a child that
was born into a system of oppression,
having to live and today having to raise
my children and my grandchildren in that
same system. I will keep on fighting. Seeing
our men killing each other every day and
our children being in the fire line always is
difficult to take in……… my eldest daughter
of twenty has been shot at school because
of my activism. And I can remember her
father’s words that day exactly was; “if
one of my children dies, it’s because of
you”. And then I think 2016. Myself and my
grandson of two years old had to witness a
murder. So, from there onwards life hasn’t

been easy with him and that is why I’m
standing today. It shouldn’t be that the
mother blames herself for a child that went
to a shop two doors away, or blame herself
for the death of her child. It shouldn’t be
that my grandchild had to witness that
murder because this is his home, this is his
environment.
I think for me solutions would be that
schools should have social workers. Every
school should have a nurse; every school
should have a trauma support worker. Yet
again our children are not afforded those
privileges at school and it’s what we should
demand. We should demand the parks,
the safe parks for our children to play in.
And that is what I salute this woman, even
today, sharing their testimonies, painful
testimonies of their reality. We must stop
hiding our pain, they must see our pain,
they must be restless. They must know that
we are out there and we are keeping them
accountable every day of our lives. Every
time people are put into our community,
tax money is being used not effectively for
our people.
A space was developed in Manenberg after
three years, this space has finally been done
paving and everything. And so, when you
see them break down, “oh these people
don’t appreciate anything”, forgetting that
these children survived gang warfare most
of their lives. I think if I can draw on a case
where an uncle murdered the ten-year
old girl a few years back in Manenberg,
everybody hated the uncle at that time.
And I said to my colleagues,” I have to
be critical with you”. Can we blame the
uncle? We have five families living in one
house. Where’s the study room? Where’s
the garden? When we have tiffs, when we
have arguments to go and debrief, there’s
no space to debrief. Because if I walk out
my door I walk into another chaotic space.
So, there’s no breathing. The only survival
I’m being taught is to be violent. To act out
to protect myself. And so, we blame our
children who become gangsters. I don’t
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think it was out of choice, but I think it was
the only thing put in front of them. And that
is why they have become what they have
become.
We heard Michelle Ohlson’s testimony. Her
child went missing. Was she afforded a
helicopter in the air to search for her child?
Was she afforded the sniffer-dogs? Was she
afforded this metal scanners? None of that
was given. Few months back I think, earlier
in the year. A lady went missing, committed
suicide and all the resources was given
to her. A year ago, when we searched for
Courtney and we said we want the snifferdogs, the sniffer dog was in Durban. How
crazy can that be? After twenty years of
democracy we are not prepared when crisis
like this comes to our doorstep… How are
the resources allocated in our communities
to help our people? But myself even had
to witness where a mother was shot, her
intestines lying there and her seventy-year
old mother had to pull it together with her
hands. And that is people’s reality on the
ground. And when we scream out, people
are like, “oh you like it because you don’t
want to say where the guns are”.
Well I am a mother who stood up to a gang
leader and said; “I’m prepared to testify”. The
NPA came they said “we can remove you
from this community for your protection”,
and my son said the most beautiful thing,
I never thought he looked at it that way.
He said “why should we be removed from
our family? From our inheritance here, our
home, our space, to give the perpetrator
the comfort ability to move on as he wish”.
Shouldn’t it be them to be removed and
helped? Wherever they need help, instead
of us being removed. And so that is the
justice system we sitting with, not a system
that is there for the people……
When a child is murdered and raped….
the person will only get life, he would be
getting help, he would be getting housing,
food, clean clothes. A life has been taken,
so where is the rehabilitation happening

when a rapist come out and rapes again?
And then he murders again. When we
share pain, we tend to draw together. That
is the time we see our people really love
each other. A fire breaks out in the house,
you see everybody coming to put that fire
out and they see to it that everybody eats.
So that is a sign that the love, Ubuntu is
still there. The community centres that has
been closed down in our communities; we
want that to be transformed into spaces
for our youth to use. Where’s the time’s
when our children used to play volleyball
in the evening in this community centres,
table tennis in this community centres,
badminton, my grandchildren, my children
don’t know that spaces in my area and that
for me is a concern.
When it comes seven o’clock, people say
“let’s get in”. You know the only social that
I see happening and it saddens me, from
a Friday to a Sunday you hear loud music
from the neighbours. And you see these
small children sitting with their parents
outside drinking themselves to a pulp..
Children gets put out of schools still for
coming late. The parents don’t get notified.
Those children end up in gangsterism.
They walk with their long slow boats in the
community and it’s nothing, it’s nothing.
And the schools still say, “We are only
accountable for what happens inside school
and not outside”. And the people need to
come together and draw up a manifesto
as our way forward. Long enough we had
the top, down approach. As the people, we
know what we want and we know where
we want to go. Thank you.

Testifier 6: Anonymous
The parent chose to testify anonymously to
protect the family. The case involves sexual
violence in a prominent church.
Thank you very much for the opportunity
and firstly I would want to salute all the
women that’s here. I, I cannot but admire
them, I cannot but think that as men we
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have failed you. And I’m thinking as a parent,
what else can I do to help these women?
So, when I speak today, I would want to
speak from a perspective that as a father I’m
saying it’s enough. We need to stand up as
men and say what is happening to our kids
and women must be brought to an end…….
I am able to mention a few cases involving
the same perpetrator who was protected
by the leadership of the church……... even
street kids were being sexually assaulted.
Because it’s a massive church, the biggest
protestant church in South Africa and the
second largest globally. But I’m disgusted in
the manner in which the leadership handles
themselves when it comes to abuse of kids.
The incident happened in 2016. I got called
from the pastor of the church and he told
me that they had a meeting and the mother
of the child was at that meeting and the
next thing he said, the perpetrator asked
the child to pull down the panty.

I stopped him immediately, I told him
I’m packing my clothes and I’ll see him
tomorrow. It would take me four hours
to get there.. The one question was, “tell
me, how did you get to know of this?” and
he told me it was a confession. Now the
church has a children’s protection policy……
an excellent policy, the implementation
of it seems to be the problem. I asked the

pastor, “are you familiar with the policy?”
His words to me was, it’s the first time he’s
dealing with a case like this and he’s not
sure how to handle it. My words to him was,
“people don’t fool around when it comes to
their kids”. …….. it was the last the pastor
wanted to speak to me.
The parents opened a case for three kids
in November 2016. What then happened
was, the second child, an 18-year old came
forward. So now you have two criminal
cases against the same perpetrator. So, the
criminal case has started and from that time
as a family, we have been treated as if we
were the scum of the earth. We are the ones
that are at fault, and my daughter’s asking
me; “my pa, hoekom bid hulle nie saam
met ons nie? This must stop! We cannot
continue in religious based institutions
to protect perpetrators. The pastor who
heard the confession threatened me. He
is working for the church, when there’s a
policy and when he hears of abuse, he the
ability to think must be taken away.
Now the policy is clear, when you hear
of abuse or suspicion of abuse the first
port is SAPS. You should not, and this is
in the policy, you should not investigate.
Why? It could lead to contamination of
evidence. Secondly, enforce the law so that
these pastors who are protecting these
perpetrators can get locked up. Out of the
three children that were sexually assaulted
by the same person…. The court found the
perpetrator beyond reasonable doubt,
guilty in two cases.
I am saying that religious organisations are
not above the law. Everyone is equal before
the law.

Testifier 7: Janap Daniels
Janap Daniels is a resident of Delft. Zenith
Daniels’ body was found in a field in Leiden,
Delft
I lost my daughter in May this year and
actually today, I don’t know whether you
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noticed, I am wearing only white. She
would’ve been 21 years old and she was
stolen from me…… we were sitting at a
friend’s house. After ten minutes …… she was
turning, turning, she decided wait outside
and my exact words to her was, “waantoe
dan nou?”, “ag mammie, ek staan maar so
buitekant ‘n bietjie. Kan ‘n mens nie eers
meer buite staan nie?” My eintlike woorde
was net aan haar: “ja julle staan so buite
netnou is julle wind weg.” Really it is, what it
is. Ek het haar nooit weer na dit gesien nie.
My seun het ingekom past twelve. Op die
einde van die dag het sy glad nie uitgekom
daai aand nie. Ek is die oggend polisiestasie
toe. Ons het niks gekry nie. Die middag sê
hier by eleven o’clock se kant hoor ek dat
hulle het ‘n meisiekind op die veld gekry. Ek
kon nie myself bring om te gaan kyk nie. En
ek het vir myself gesê ek sny hierdie ding.
Dis nie my kind daai nie.

Ek is die Maandagaand poliesstasie toe
weer. Dinsdagoggend vra ek my vriendin
om saam te gaan en op die einde van die
dag toe iemand vir my sê gaan hier agter in,
daar is ‘n kaptein. Vind by haar uit. Maklik
kan sy vir jou sê. En ek gaan na die kaptein
toe en die kaptein vra vir my in. Die kaptein
staan op in ‘n wilde manier. En sy vra vir ,my
wat maak my dink dit kan my kind wees. Ek
sê vir haar “mevrou, sy het ‘n tattoo op haar
hand gehad…” Volgens die kind wat na my

deur toe gekom het, lyk daai tattoo asof dit
my kind is. Maar ek wou nog steeds nie daai
glo nie. Sy’t die speurders gebel en ek het
gestaan en wag, en staan en wag. Eventually
toe sy die boodskap kry en vir my laat weet
het dit vir my gekos om Dinsdag by die
morgue uit te moet kom want volgens hulle
is dit definitief my dogter.
En die sight wat ek gesien het……. Hulle het
my eers die pictures gewys op die foon. Toe
hulle vir my sê hulle gaan nou vir my invat
om te gaan kyk…dit was nie ‘n mooi sight
nie. Rêrig nie. Want sy moes so gebaklei het
dat hulle haar gesig was binne in die grond
ingedruk. Sy was maar ‘n baie fyn meisietjie
very, very pretty… en sy het nie rêrig nie
gedeserve… Ek het information gekry een
dag… dat ‘n klonk uitgevind… So volgens
my voel eke, no offense to SAPS, ek is nie
hier om hulle sleg te maak nie. Maar ek
voel nie ek kry wat ek moet uit hulle nie.
Ek voel nie ek kry die help…vir my was dit
‘n klom vrae…net twee dae, drie dae…sy ma
dan is dit Vrydag kry hulle my dogter op
die veld.t…hier sit ek op haar een en twintig
verjaarsdag en getuig haar storie… ek kan
nie haar 21st met haar kan speel nie, ek kan
nie die res van die koek met haar iet nie. Al
wat ek wil doen is om te…ek sê baie dankie
aan julle.

People’s Commissioner Dr Llewellyn
Macmaster
So ons is saam met u in die pain. Ons is saam
met U as U die storie vertel, die hartseer
kon ons in hierdie kamer gevoel het. Ons
hoor die pyn van die aglike dienste … van
die polisie… ek is jammer om dit te hoor. Dit
is nie my plek om jammer te sê nie, dit is
nie eintlik my aksies maar baie dankie dat U
gekom het om te getuig.

People’s
Commissioner:
Wildschut

Glenda

You are so brave to be sharing with us, and
as I said to Natasha, the only thing we can
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say is that we’re here. We are one with you
and supporting you. Thank you. So, we are
going to have our lunch break now and for
the people that’s going to be coming back
after the lunch break, I want to encourage
you even if you are not coming back, maybe
you’re leaving. We must just be mindful that
this is bringing up so many emotions for all
of us. We allow ourselves to breathe out
when we experience shock and trauma, we
just need to be aware and conscious when
we breathe out.

People’s
Houston

Commissioner:

Lorna

I AM HERE
AND YOU ARE HERE
AND WE ARE HERE
TOGETHER
WE ARE LISTENING
YOU ARE SPEAKING
WE ARE WITNESSING
TOGETHER
YOU RAISE YOUR VOICES
WE OPEN OUR HEARTS
WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE PAIN
TOGETHER

COMMISSION 2.2: Community Safety
(Housing, food security, recreation,
safe spaces)
This commission heard the testimonies of
three of the twelve councillors from the City
of Cape Town who were invited to testify.
Although eight councillors accepted the
invitation, only three testified on Day 1 of
the proceeding.

Testifier 8: Councillor Rhoda Bazier
Rhoda Bazier is a councillor for the City of
Cape Town working in 160 wards within the
City of Cape Town.

Good morning everybody and all protocol
observed……. I’m from the Macassar area.
People don’t always understand the work
of a local councillor. A councillor is not just
a councillor, you become a judge, lawyer,
representative and more depending on
whatever the community wants you to be.
Your house becomes a social worker haven.
Your house becomes a police station. You
are jack of all trades. You even become
judge because you must assist with
affidavits …………
Teenage pregnancy has also become a
problem. I think you should look at the lack
of consent because consent starts at twelve
years old. That child has the right whether
she wants to abort the child or not. So, in
terms of the Constitution, when you are
eighteen years old, you have the right to
do whatever you like. Move out, trek uit jou
ma se huis uit and whatever, yet a child can
consent to an abortion at the tender age of
twelve, when you are a child yourself.
And our current legal systems do not look at
that. Our young ones ……. are being recruited
in school level to become part of the gangs.
We are disadvantaged communities in
our black areas, coloured areas…. we got
a lot of broken communities. Firstly, our
communities need to be healed but we are
so divided. Especially, when somebody’s
child gets killed by another person, then a
mother or a family will defend the child or
the person who has done the deed… Some
of the solutions that we need is that we need
special units picking up children. The School
Act is saying that mothers and fathers must
take responsibility. We talk to the kids but
it’s a continuation of late coming and lockouts at schools. This is a social problem.
Because mothers and fathers go out of the
house early in the morning, leave the young
kids to look after the younger ones. So, you
must clothe that one, you must give him
food, you must take him to the crèche and
then you go to school. So, by the time you
get to school, the gates are closed.… and
that’s where things go wrong.
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I also think that we need more volunteers,
permanent volunteers in schools. Maybe
especially the mothers and fathers that are at
home and unemployed. You know like your
child is my child. We are not implementing
those kinds of projects in our community.
And the power lies within the community,
but we do not give each other the necessary
assistance yet the community has the
power. We’ve got powers every five years
when we go to vote. We vote for politicians,
which party we want to, but ultimately,
we don’t keep that person accountable.
Because if you become a councillor, you
are accountable to that community. In
terms of legislation, it says that councillors
must ……. report back to your community,
speak to your community so that… that’s
part of healing. Your community tells you
what you want, what you must do. That
will be your mandate and council… The
water problems we are sitting with; tariffs
have gone up. Electricity tariffs goes up
twice a year, so we are saying why is our
electricity so high? I am the chairperson
on the provincial board, CPF board and we
worked hard here. It’s been around eleven
projects; Bambanani, your child is my child,
Safer schools… and now these project end
when the next government comes in. So,
there’s no more looking after our kids. It is
the responsibility of the community to look
after our kids. In Cuba, it’s a different system
to ours but what they did is that they have
changed prisons into youth facilities. So if
there is a child, a youth person in prison,
you go to that youth facility and you don’t
get out of that facility unless you get an
education, skills and papers with it. So, in
our country when our kids go to prison,
you become into the prison and you will
be unemployed for the rest of your life.
Your life has been messed up because you
got into gangsterism; you stole, you raped
something, you did something wrong… to
save this young one’s gang which is going
around our communities. School sports,
we have spoken about school sports. It is
not in schools anymore! it’s been taken out
but it must be put back. Your child must be

in an activity to grow physically, mentally
and so forth. I also want to say in terms of
local government, each ward councillor
gets R850000 per year. If you’ve got five
councillors in a sub council, that’s about
R2 million in a sub council where there
are five wards. Now every year there’s
public participation imbizos, but do we
seriously listen to the community? If the
community say we want a park here, we
want to safeguard that park for our kids.
Get security for the park. The park becomes
a haven of gangsters; the park becomes a
haven of things that should not happen.
Our kids get raped in that park and we don’t
take responsibility as a community.

The other issue is a lack of resources. The
resources are there, but far from us, we
can’t touch it. If I’m saying that a ward
councillor has a ward allocation of R150
000 and he thumb sucks what he wants to
do with it, that is a problem. Housing is a
real problem…. National has given money
for a housing allocation…. units that was
upgraded in Manenberg. But gangsters
were paid to be the security guards, and
then with the Valhalla Park housing project
in 7de laan, the gangsters also demanded
security money from the contractors. The
City withdrew that money up until today,
it’s about eight years, no housing has been
built in 7de laan Valhalla Park. People in
Valhalla Park were up in arms because they
were promised houses. The monies are
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there but the money have been rerouted
into other projects which is wrong.
I want to say in terms of food security, you
heard about the PHA [Phillipi Horticultural
Area] in Philippi. They [the community]
have taken the City to court because they
have given some of the food security land
- they produce good vegetables, fruit and
vegetables and they supply Woolworths and
Pick n Pay and other companies - to build
houses the PHA land and PHA communities
are fighting with other communities who
want the housing.
For our poorer communities, our recreation
centres, open spaces, it’s not happening.
Anything crimes… lightning is a problem
because if you find between two lights a
dark spot, that is where crime will occur. You
can get raped there, you can get mugged
there, you can get anything there. We need
more lightning, then it must be accessible
especially to our disadvantaged people
in our different wards. I also want to urge
communities when there are meetings
in your wards, go to those meetings and
you make follow ups. You must keep them
[councillors] accountable…… we must
become more united. We can take pride in
our community if we all stand up together.
Can I maybe just tell you this story? I was
telling it around the table. There’s this
child that stabbed another person but he
might be the only bread winner, but what
does the mother do when the child gives
her the money. She washes, washes his
pants, takes out a bloody knife. She washes
out that knife and just put it away. So that
means you can go on and on and on, kill
people when you want and your mother,
your father, your family is going to protect
you. And that is the one problem we’re
facing; we are not talking together. There
are groups of people supporting each other
and there are always other people fighting
against that. We are saying that the power
lies at the hands of the community if we
stand together.

Testifier 9: Councillor Fiona Abrahams
Fiona Abrahams is a councillor in Atlantis.
Good afternoon, I am Councillor Fiona
Abrahams. I’m from the rural side of
the City of Cape Town in Atlantis. In my
response to the request to come and
testify today, I’ve compiled my input
based on the experience as a councillor
as well as my working relationship with
Molosongololo and the Thuthuzela Centre.
In response to the recent increase to the
child murders and disabilities as a result of
violence perpetrated against children…. as
a Councillor …. I would like to appeal for the
appointment of the Child Commissioner
to protect our children’s rights. And I want
to motivate this by saying the following;
children are the future leaders, they are the
future parents, they are the future society
of our country. I’m scared only of the
thought what if the majority of our children
are growing up with their rights violated
whether it’s sexually or emotionally,
physically. What type of adults will they
grow into? What type of parents will they
be? Or what type of community or society
will we turn into? I’m shivering when I’m
thinking of a generation will come if we
don’t do anything to protect the rights of
our children.
Children in our community face many
problems. Most of the children lived
in families that are poor, experienced
domestic violence, struggle to survive.
Many live without fathers who aren’t willing
to support them. In my experience…. the
support or the maintenance or papgeld
so hulle sê, is becoming a serious problem
because now it’s becoming a fight between
the parents. The father and the mother,
but they don’t know the rights of the child
is being violated in not giving the support
money. It means that that child needs to
go to a school without school uniform,
without shoes. It means that that child is
becoming a victim of any gangster that can
offer the school shoes or the school money.
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And currently the courts are failing us when
it comes to maintenance when it comes to
fathers, even mothers. There is a failure.
We don’t put systems in place to get hold
of these fathers or mothers.
Children are exposed to abuse, violence,
crime and gangsterism daily. They are
experiencing it not just in the community
but in their households, the schools and
now even in places of worship. It’s not just
happening in the schools or communities,
but now in the church, mosques, in whatever
religious places you’ll find. So where does
it put us? Where are they supposed to feel
safe? There are little to no safe places for
children whose rights are violated in the
community…. We had a case the other day
in Atlantis where a young child was abused
in his household. There was no safe place in
that community to take that child to. Now
it’s a run around between whoever social
worker is available to find a foster parent to
take care of that child in the night. So, we
don’t have the facilities to take that child
out of that unsafe environment to a safer
environment.
More and more children are abusing alcohol
and drugs, having early sex and become
pregnant. The question we are not asking
when young girls become pregnant is who
is the father and what is the age of the
father? When we go to the clinic, when I
go to the hospital there’s lots of kids sitting
there with their parents. Twelve-year olds,
thirteen-year olds and the question in my
head is who fathered this child with this
kid? Has there been action taken against
anyone who’s older than eighteen years
old? And we are lacking that relationship
between the institutions in protecting the
child’s life, if the parent is not doing the
correct measures to find out what really
happened. Whose responsibility is it to
protect the rights of their children?
As part of protecting the rights of children
it’s important for all institutions involved to
play their role, especially when parents are
not playing their parental roles. We can’t

always leave it to parents to play their role
because it’s not all parents that take the
responsibility of protecting the rights of
children because they themselves when
they were children their rights were not
kept safe. And that is what we need to
guard of, the kids of today doesn’t become
the parents we are currently because of
what has been done to us in the past. So, at
times parents can’t play the parenting roles
they want to not because they don’t want
to, but because they don’t know how. They
don’t know what’s the rights because their
rights themselves were violated when they
were still small. Children that’s sexually
assaulted and raped by teenage boys and
men… cases of child trafficking are also
reported frequently.
More needs to be done when protecting the
rights of children when it comes to receiving
maintenance of support of fathers and
mothers and I still believe that courts are
too soft when it comes to the maintenance.
In the children of Atlantis’ words and this is
the words that they’ve uttered in my office:
“we are not respected at home, schools
in our communities, we are not respected
at home, schools or in our communities.
Far too many of us are forced to grow up
fast, make bad decisions and engage in
bad behaviour and commit crime. We live
in fear every day and exposed to harm
every day. We don’t feel safe, do not feel
protected. We do not enjoy our rights.” And
this is twelve-year olds, thirteen-year olds,
eleven-year olds words.
So, if they feel they need to grow up fast
what does it say about us? What does it say
about society? What does it say about us
in the community? Are there no facilities
where kids can be kids? And that is the
question that is still hanging. Yesterday I
was in my office; a couple came to me with
their child of fourteen. The child has turned
sixteen now, fourteen years old the child
was bullied at school. Physically abused at
school so the father stepped in and took the
child out of school. They are still looking for
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a place for school for that child. The other
schools in Atlantis did not want to take that
child. The father went to the Western Cape
Education Department…... He said “I didn’t
take out the child just for the sake of taking
him out, I’ve taken the child out because
the child’s life was in danger”. So, what
do principals do at schools? They just turn
a blind eye. We don’t place her in a safer
school and we believe it’s their parents right
to put the child where the child feels safe.
And now you are being victimised because
as the parent you’ve played your parental
role. So, this is currently happening in the
community and if I speak about experience
in Atlantis and surrounding areas. So, if
it’s happening in Atlantis then how many
other areas…and that leads to a school
dropout. So, what’s going to happen to that
fourteen-year-old girl? She’s going to roam
around in the streets. She’s going to be
caught up in some gang or some unhealthy
relationship with older men because she’s
not in a place of safety, not in a place where
she can get an education. We don’t see it as
joint responsibility amongst all of us.

I believe the Child Commissioner will
actually help to monitor and promote
and make sure the children rights are
protected. The Commissioner will be able
to make sure that the children’s needs are
addressed and the children are involved in

the decision-making. Many children do not
know or understand their rights. They often
don’t know what rights they have at home,
school or in public…Children also don’t know
that certain behaviour they are exposed to
is illegal or a crime. If somebody puts a gun
in the hands of a child, how does the child
know it’s illegal? Children are sometimes…
intimidated, bullied, disrespected when
they visit public facilities. There are parents,
police, community workers, social workers,
government officials and workers who
treat children badly and we can’t turn a
blind eye to that but whom do we report
that to?..........

Testifier 10: Councillor Yozi:
Councillor Yozi is one of the local government
councillors responsible for wards in Nyanga
I’m going to try and answer in the format that
was given in terms of housing, recreation,
and food security and so on. Just to give
you a picture of the ward that I present. I
come from Nyanga which has four wards…...
60% are informal settlements and in KTC,
we have housing development …… where
senior citizens have priority for receiving
houses. And this project has come along
many years, 2004. Because of the many
challenges blocking it in the City of Cape
Town….. It’s important to note that many of
the elderly people who are beneficiaries of
these houses, most of them passed away
while they were waiting…. their children
become beneficiaries……. in terms of the
informal settlements that we have in KTC
and Lusaka, we have done a survey in 2014
with young people and women and these
women, most of them are having kids and
others just want their own privacy….
We realised that facilities we have in
our ward are very limited. In total, there
are not more than six if you include the
cemetery……... We see children that should
attend school but yet they are with their
parents or just roaming around the streets.
And we know that 99% have grants…. some
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of the parents are using children’s grants
for their personal development or reasons.
Some of the challenges I want to highlight
is also linked to the housing development.
Whilst we want to give houses back to
the true beneficiaries, there are some
challenges that go with it as well. Some
people are selling their shacks because they
want money. It has become the norm now,
you have a shack, you sell it. The one who is
owning that shack automatically assumes
he will be a beneficiary of that house. This
is happening in communities where there
is progress with housing developments…….
and if you are an unemployed person for
quite some time, when you get an offer
for R20 000 or R30 000 you are bound to
succumb to this figure. You don’t know
that you are going to lose a very valuable
asset, it’s not just going to be yourself but
an inheritance for your children…
So we working closely with food security……
we have with the limited space…, we have
one food garden ……... And that is it, there
is no other opportunities. The other land is
occupied by these informal settlements…
recreational facilities we’ve got two, three
community halls and one sports field….. We
try to resolve our cases internally before
reporting it to Nyanga police station…..
the neighbourhood watch is able to find
out what items have been stolen and sold
to the black market and then we retrieve
them. And those parents who are willing to
cooperate and it does stop their children
from being criminalised. The bulk of
problems given what I have said, is that in
Nyanga, we are congested. Majority of the
open spaces that we have are filled with
informal settlements. So, majority of the
young people roaming around the streets
are crying out for opportunities for them
to be skilled, others want to be involved in
art events. And so, places that offer these
skills are far from our area, and when they
go to their parents and request funds, their
parents do not have those funds.
We are trying our levelled best to open

up space where we can build these skills
development centres. And then we can
unlock the potential these young people
have. Nyanga indeed has been reported by
the Minister of Police as a dangerous place
to live in. I live there as a ward councillor;
So, when gunshots go out as early as 6pm
and 7pm, I hear them. And sometimes you
can hear parents and children screaming.
The one challenge that we have some
parents say they have no skills…and open
up this tavern or liquor store. With the funds
they generated they are just feeding their
families. But then the rest of the children
that are going there to buy liquor…….
children who are eighteen, even younger.
They are always at risk. Bulk of the murders
that are related to young people in Nyanga
are maybe happening close by to the liquor
stores. And these are stats that the police
themselves have, that alcohol is one of
the biggest contributors to the crimes in
Nyanga.
And when you have these meetings with
young people, again these are facts they
are raising……. a solution is to open up
facilities and let these young people invest
their time in. We don’t have a swimming
pool, we don’t have a netball court, we
don’t have tennis courts. We’ve got one
rugby stadium and now it’s not being
useable because of the water challenges
we have. The rugby stadium is also closer
to a cricket stadium even that one is closed
because of the water challenges that we
have. These are the frustrations that we
have, we find ourselves speaking around
the very same things all the time but not be
able to give the solutions that the people
are requesting. As I conclude, instead of us
asking for… police, let’s ask for resources to
make the recreational facilities available for
our young people. Thank you.

People’s
Commissioner:
Wildschut

Glenda

We have come to end of Day 1. Those that
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have testified has shared to so much with
us and we are thankful that the proceedings
on our first day went well. It is a pity that we
did not have as many local councillors since
PCOI wanted to hear from the political
leaders operating within our community.
Nevertheless, we are satisfied with the
detailed inputs the three councillors
presented.

COMMISSION 2.3: School Safety
This commission started the proceedings on
Day 2. The focus was on school safety with
Basic Education including ECD facilities.
Two parallel sessions were facilitated by
People’s Commissioners Lorna Houston
in Breakaway room 1 and Dr Llewellyn
Macmaster in Breakaway room 2.

Testifier 11: Lumka Matthews
Lumka Matthews works with refugee and
asylum seeker children and their parents in
the City of Cape Town.
We have an influx in South Africa of people
coming from African countries. When they
come here …… they just come with what they
have and sometime don’t have documents.
They just cross borders with the children
and some children come alone because on
their way here they lose contact with each
other. We have unaccompanied minors
who don’t have adult support and they end
up on the streets. We have children that
come with friends or they just get picked
up by a member of the community.
So, what happens when they come to
South Africa, they don’t have papers. Every
child that doesn’t have documentation and
live on the streets is vulnerable to human
trafficking. They getting abused because
it’s no one’s child. We get people that have
hearts that help these children and take
them in. But without documentation, they
can’t register at schools. They don’t know
how old they are or even their birthdate

which leads to further challenges at the
Department of Home Affairs. Often these
children are raped while they coming into
South Africa. They are pregnant with the
father being the perpetrator……… And they
have difficulties accessing hospital……. they
can’t raise the child because they don’t
have papers. So, we have a lot of children
just roaming around, they can’t go to school
because they don’t have papers. When they
sick, the doctors turn them away because
they don’t have papers. We have major
challenges in supporting these children.
And some of them don’t even know the
language. So, they even can’t understand
you. You know, the nurses, teachers and the
people at Home Affairs, they get frustrated
if you just open your mouth and they hear
that you not speaking their language, then
they just push you aside ……... Some of the
children, go to school right through the
year because according to the law you have
to go to school but when they write, they
can’t get their results……... so what’s this
child’s future you understand?

There’s no protection from social workers,
she is alone……. When they turn eighteen,
they are adults, what’s going to happen to
that child? That is why they are so vulnerable
to people that sell children because the child
is alone……… the child has nobody. …………
you know when a parent come to you and
ask for assistance there’s nothing you can
do; you feel hopeless yourself you say you
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there to help them but when they come to
us for help then what can we do? …….no………
there’s nothing we can do…. Parents are
needed in order for the child to get the
birth certificate. In cases where parents
are with their children, we still experience
challenges because of the backlog at Home
Affairs. So, we have workshops on how to
work with refugee clients. We are busy
with that and we would like also a chance
to work with DSD because sometimes they
don’t help these children.

Testifier 12: Denise Deelman
Denise Deelman is representing a coalition
of organisations in Mitchells Pain under the
banner of Mitchells Plain Crisis Forum.
Good morning…… we work with women
and children, missing children you know,
in the community. We are also from
different organizations working together.
We sometimes looking for missing children
…...if a child gets raped and the police
don’t get back to the family, then I will go
to the detective and find out why haven’t
the parents heard from them……… but
what I find out with these children, some
of them come from houses where they are
raped, abused and so we talk about safety
in schools but these children act out. We
talk about safety and what happens is the
teachers are starting to lose their patience
with these children. Now they put them
out of the class because they are disturbing
the children, disturbing the teacher or
what………. So what’s happening is that if we
talk about safety and children, we talk about
our children that are disruptive and yes,
we have a lot of suffering in school so you
making the school safe. They put up security
gates, they put up intercom systems at the
school but the children at the moment are
struggling the most because there’s only
one social worker for the children……. and
I’m talking from our school specifically,
Tafelsig. They are running around, they get
sent home without nobody taking them
home during the day, they walk around you

know, so for us…. if the Trauma Centre can
assist these schools with these children
that were raped and abused, these children
that are disruptive because there are no
other resources….. There is a reason why
they are acting out because when I went
to the school to go find out why is the
children outside, why are they walking
home without nobody escorting them and
then the teachers were talking of children
not obeying…..
For safety first, for our children, if we look at
the schools, we need to support our children
first. We need to look at how the teachers
help them. When we got to the school, the
teachers were discussing this child’s case
….…she got put out of school because she is
violent and the social worker was there just
once. She sleeps with a scissor under her
pillow because she wants to do to the boy
what he done to her …. She was sodomized
and she was raped by two boys in the
school toilet. Nothing was done. We have
another child now that was raped by the
caretaker at school. The teacher didn’t tell
the mother. When the mother washed the
child, she only found out. The child told the
teacher but the mother only finds out when
the child got discharges and infections.
When she took the child to the clinic, then
she found out the child was raped and
then this child tell the teacher ……..but the
teacher did nothing so now if we look at
school safety we really need to start with
the teachers and bring awareness to them.
I had a boy, Joshua …. six years old, he was
also sodemized by his foster parents but
also ……..he wasn’t talking to his teachers
so now we need to protect this child. How
do you protect the rights of the child when
teachers can have a discussion about a
child and then that child goes away ……to
the next class because now because he is a
problem child mos.…..………the teachers we
need someone to go see them.
……I don’t think a child will be disruptive in
class if it’s just a normal thing. I don’t think a
child will play with his private parts because
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how, what does he know about it you know,
children are acting out and doing strange
things but I mean as I spoke to the father
of a child he… a seven year old boy was
sexually active with a two year old son and
the father says oh my God and did nothing.
That child is now acting out at school. At
the end of the day, for safety man, I think if
we address safety we need to start with our
children and with the teachers. We need
to raise awareness of how to treat these
children that went through this stuff. So,
at the end of the day our teachers need to
you know, be trained and made aware even
how to treat these children. Educate even
those in foster houses. Some of them… but
they don’t know how to treat these children
that experience rape and abuse. So, for us
as an organization, I would say like, the
education department to intervene and
implement extra mural activities such ….
You know it’s just nothing to harm children
nowadays …………our children are being
raped and abused by parents.
When I am in Atlantis and my team come
back from home visits, they don’t want
to continue working after visiting some
people’s homes…….. and they feel angry at
the conditions that some of our children
are living under…….
We really need to educate our teachers
in terms of the rights of these children, in
protecting these children not just in terms
of school work. Protect them because
they are fragile, they come from broken
homes. A boy said to me, you know what
Aunty Denise, I don’t feel safe, I don’t feel
like going back to school. …… So it’s not
organizations only that must be screened.
The workers at the school must also be
screened to see if maybe they were not
previous offenders like this guy was at this
school for ten years…………….it means this guy
could have raped more learners. And then,
the last thing that I want to say is that in the
afternoon, you can drive through Mitchells
Plain, then you will see there are children
waiting for taxis and drivers outside without
adult supervision and these children will

fight with one another, they will take one
another’s stuff, they will call names, so if we
look at safety we look at all those things,
from the time the child leaves home to
when they return…..

Pauline Perez works for NONCEBA, an NGO
in Khayelitsha.

unregistered ECD facilities or no ECD
facility. Sometimes they rely on the aunty
down the road or they’ve got to rely on the
uncle down the road to take care of their
children.
So that’s my first cry in terms of child safety
and ensuring that children are safe, ECD
facilities for our children. There’s a problem
with ECD facilities and government
resourcing in communities like Khayelitsha.

I’m going to start off by saying that I ask you
to bear with me because I am emotional.
My name is Pauline Perez. I’m a social
worker by profession but I manage a trauma
counselling clinic, a shelter and an aftercare programme. We located in Khayelitsha.
On average on a month to month basis,
we receive 30 to 40 new cases of children
who were sexually abused or children who
have been murdered, others are raped and
murdered. The area is a huge area and it is
made up of dwellings and informal housing.
It’s really densely populated. There is an
excess of 5000 people …… there are people
that have come from all over the country so
there’s an influx ……in the Western Cape…….

In the past two years, the government has
very nicely put up beautiful play areas you
know where you know you can go and
exercise and it’s okay for adults to exercise
alone and on their own but it’s not okay for
children. So, they put up these beautiful
structures with beautiful equipment but
nobody to supervise the play area so our
children are just allowed to play wherever
……. unsupervised with other adults in the
same area, in the same vicinity which is not
okay actually because you don’t know who
those people are. You don’t know whether
they are there to harm children. In the
populated areas of Khayelitsha, it is so easy
for a child to get lost.

We don’t take care of our children and I
speak only for Khayelitsha. I’m going to
touch on some of the issues which I think
are problematic. In terms of Khayelitsha,
because it’s so densely populated and
because of the informal housing structures,
because people are poor, there are not
sufficient ECD facilities and even if there
are ECD facilities in the informal pockets
of Khayelitsha, those ECD facilities are not
registered. Although the bylaws prohibits
or prevents registration of those facilities
those kids have nowhere to go because
of the normative standards and because
of the bylaws that Department of Social
Development implements …… they are
actually meant to take care and to provide
for ECD facilities ……... it sticks to the policy
guideline in terms of normative standards,
so you have a lot of women, single women
with children who have to - because they’re
working - send their children to informal,

People live in a room that is probably a
quarter of the size of this room as long as a
bed can fit in there and there’s a space for
the mattress, you can have seven people
living in one room. Children play outside
when mum is busy cooking, when mum
is busy doing something the children are
outside, so it’s easy for a child to get lost
because you just you walk five meters and
you out of site actually. Nobody knows
where you are. There’s no visible policing
even in the built-up area where my Centre
is. I only see the police when they come
and use our boardroom and they come in
vehicles.

Testifier 13: Pauline Perez
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I have staff who were accosted and their
things stolen in broad daylight. So, there’s
almost a lawlessness within the community.
You can’t walk alone. Now if me as an adult,
if I’m feeling unsafe then how do we expect
children to feel safe…… they feel unsafe

when they walking to school or when they
going down the road to a bus stop. They
also feeling unsafe. But there is almost
acceptance that the community we live
in is unsafe. That this is okay actually that
while I live in the suburb of Camps Bay or
the suburb that I live in in the Highbury, it’s
okay for me this morning to have gotten
up 6 o’clock this morning or 5, I got up at
5 and I went for a run this morning and I
went alone and I was pretty safe. There
were people walking to work, but it’s not
like that in Khayelitsha……...

The other challenge is the lack of funding
for our aftercare. The State develops an
Annual Performance Plan …. But no plans
to strengthen safety of children…… They
steer away from the things that could
keep children safe like ECD facilities and
aftercare facilities. So, aftercare facilities,
they don’t fund at all. Our aftercare that
has a hundred and forty kids, it doesn’t get
funded at all. We run a daily program every
day and that daily program makes sure that
just for that hundred and forty kids we can
keep them safe, feed them and we can
provide academics. So, for me, one of the
solutions is that revisit how we budget and
if it is appropriate….. We need counselling
services for children because we have great
needs. They have to wait to be counselled
at Nonceba, and you retraumatizing the
child again.
Then we are sitting with shebeens which
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have become normalized for children to go
to or situated close to schools ---- children
should not see the type of exposure at
shebeens…….... We’ve got to make sure that
for each child, there is an ECD. Previously, in
Khayelitsha they’ve introduced this concept
of that the child doesn’t go to bathroom
alone, that the child must go with another
child. For me that’s problematic because
what are we raising?........... we want
children to be resilient because they’ve got
to protect themselves. We are saying build
children’s strength because the society out
there is not going to protect them…… They
on their own, sadly…… So what are we doing
as adults? How do we do that? I can’t do
that. My office is right in front of the waiting
room, I’m so tired little girls and boys not
making it into our Centre …. Parents don’t
bring the kids to counselling because most
of the time in the majority of the cases,
the child is raped by somebody that the
child knows and was raped by somebody
who is either in the house or somebody
who is the primary care giver, breadwinner
and women are vulnerable so the family is
trying to hide the violence. In Khayelitsha
……….. families try and sort things out if it’s
something that someone has done inside
the home. The NPA throws the case out
because they can’t find the child or they
can’t find the perpetrator. They brag about
having a 97%- I can’t even remember the
figures – 76% conviction rate, but how
many cases have really made it through
the system? The government has to ensure
that systems work. We’ve got wonderful
policies and laws …. for what…….
When we get funded, we serve the whole
community of Khayelitsha…… with one social
worker and one social auxiliary worker…….
everything else is funded outside. We do
outreach at 24 schools of the 126 schools
in Khayelitsha. We run an aftercare for
140 children funded by an international
government partnership. Then we run a
Boys to Men programme which was funded
last year but they stopped funding this year,
no funding from DSD…....

Testifier 14: Beauty Bokwani
Beauty Bokwani is the principal of an ECD
centre in Belhar serving both the Belhar
and Delft communities.
I run an ECD centre in Section 13 in Belhar.
It’s called Zoe’s Educare. The reason why I
opened this Centre was motivated by the
many children who died on the streets in
the cross fire of gang violence. I saw other
children they being abused in the streets
and even by their families. I tried to find out
why children are walking around……... I just
find that most of their parents they were on
drugs…. And try to educate myself, to learn
how to work with addicts and small kids. So
when I took these children I registered ………….
I found out that most of them like 90% were
teenagers. I was very saddened by that and
also that they didn’t even know how they
became pregnant because they were either
under the influence of alcohol or high on
drugs. I started an aftercare programme as
well. I included the mothers and the fathers
of those children………Some of them ………… I
successfully motivated to go back to school
and others they couldn’t be helped because
they still struggling to get on their feet……
Children will come sometimes, their eyes
are swollen like that and children always
have stories they can’t feel like normal
children even in the family and someone
will act out how his father threw the….. .
…………. Or somebody was raped when he
was sleeping and the uncle was crawling
onto his bed and ripped his clothes off and
hurt him………… the people in the community
are also very frustrated because they fear
the drug lords in particular, so they won’t
testify about so those people that hurt the
children and even if children get hurt - even
inside the house- they won’t talk about it.
I was thinking about what can I do to just
let children talk about that pain …….... It is
very frustrating because whenever we try
to go to the government……...then they
have rules that does not allow an Educare
in a shack.…… They would say ‘we don’t
fund people with places like a shack’ or
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something but those are the people who
really cares about children.
So, if we can have places, safe houses for
children, we can get help from our own
communities, working together with the
officials as well………. My place is so small I
can’t accommodate so much children and
lots of children are roaming the streets. It
is very painful when children tell you every
day those stories and you sit there and you
don’t know what to do ……….It is so sad that
it makes me very angry when I see what
is happening to my community because a
child must have that right to be free and
play nicely, to be happy and to laugh and
to be well educated as well. But they can’t
go to our parks, our parks don’t look nice
there’s no green grass, no flowers, no nice
trees it is …. I want to see more programme
for the youngsters like poetry especially
for teenagers and when you add music, it
become rap. Children love rap so that is the
thing that is attracting them to come on a
Friday night and they won’t go to drugs and
hang out at shebeens and hang out with
the wrong crowd and things…..

Testifier 15: Jonavon Rustin
Jonavon Rustin is an educator seconded to
the teachers’ union SADTU.
My name is Jonavon Rustin. I am the
provincial secretary of the SADTU in the
Western Cape, that is the South African
Democratic Teachers Union. I’m a teacher
by profession. My first and only job has
been at Manenberg High school. I am also
currently the deputy principal at Manenberg
High school. We want to say that in South
Africa, we have one of the most progressive
constitutions in the world and Section
28-2 of the Constitution, speaks about the
children’s rights and it says clearly that
South Africa will provide what is in the best
interest of the child……… Unfortunately, in
our society and in our country, the child is
voiceless and therefore SADTU on many
occasions take the responsibility to speak

on behalf of the child……so we are overjoyed
by the constitutional courts and the courts
of the country having endorsed the interest
of the child as paramount in everything
concerning the child, particularly in
recent judgements, in the case of Settlers
High…………… I think that the commission
needs to look at these particular cases
so that as we build towards finding a
solution………. Let me focus primarily on
how does violence manifest itself within
the school context. So first of all, we have
learner-on-learner
…………teacheronlearner violence, learner-on-teacher and
support staff violence in the school. Then
outside the school, we have gang violence
that affect the school community in a severe
way. Parents attacks on learners within the
school as well as parents’ attack on teachers.
There is violence in the community and it
impacts on the school……… I want to focus
on how we as a society and an educational
community can address this particular
scourge of violence…… it’s a complex matter
and it will not take the teachers unions only
to address violence within our schools but
it’s a multi-stakeholder and inter-sectoral
intervention.
Further, we want to say that the violence in
school has the potential effect of regression
of basic education in the system because
no one can live or learn and teach in a
violent society. Schools need a peaceful
environment, an environment conducive for
learning and teaching where everybody is
free of fear within that particular institution.
………. The impact of working in a context of
violence is the effect on the ability of the
teacher to teach. In 2017, in Manenberg at
the height of gang warfare, the teacher was
travelling from Hanover Park to Manenberg
by taxi to Edendale Primary school and that
morning that taxi was hijacked ………. The
taxi filled with teachers and learners was
used as a shield against rival gangsters………
Eventually those teachers got to school,
with the learners got to school and were
completely traumatized…… Now, you find
an unsympathetic education department
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that does not care two hoots whether that
learners were traumatized on their way to
school, what they demand from the learner
and the teacher is that that teacher must
now stand in front of that class and teach,
they expect the learners must be wellbehaved………. It also has a negative effect
on the community, it has an effect on the
child’s ability to learn and broadly speaking,
it has a negative effect on governmental
laws of the country. It has an impact in
health and economical infrastructure…..…
so it affects school attendance, the wellbeing of the learners and teachers, the
stability of being able to teach and as you
cannot work in an environment free from
crime and violence.
We’ve got the National Development Plan
which states that we must be safe in our
homes, at schools, workplaces and enjoy
community life free of fear. That’s the policy
of the government but is that the reality?
There have been some policy interventions
that have taken place……… But if we want to
improve literacy and numeracy within our
country, we have to create safe spaces in
our institutions. We must have extensive
support services to address the socioeconomic and psychological impact of
violence within our schools. So, we have
to agitate social services resources that
needs to be brought within our learning
institutions. Teachers are not equipped
with adequate training and skills to act
as counsellors. One of the possibilities
is that we use community service which
community health professionals like [intern]
doctors, pharmacists, social workers. We
need to look at psychologists that are
trained to do community service within our
schools. And with that, we will breach the
gap between the rich and the poor where
some schools have these services while
many have not………
We have to have a conversation about the
well-being of our learners in their homes
and the community…… we need to look
at economic, social and physical support

that we can bring to our schools because
our learners, teachers and parents are
traumatized on a daily basis. We must link
the experience in the school environment
with that outside the school environment
and therefore the provision of social services
for in our schools to be able to address the
impact of the violent society that we living
in…….
We’ve seen a huge increase of learners
attacking teachers within the schools.
Many of these videos have gone viral ………..
recently where a young boy probably
fourteen years old tossing water at a
teacher in Kimberly high school, another
learner in North West, shooting and killing
a teacher. How do address this particular
violence against our teachers? Let’s take
the title away. How do we address the fact
that young people are attacking elders in
the community? We are saying that there
is a need to have a values-driven education
built into our education system because we
are seeing that there is a moral degeneration
within our society……… we all have to work
together so that the morals and ethics are
strengthened………
Schools must build stronger partnerships
with the Departments of Community
Safety, Health and Social Development.
Schools must also build relationships
with the community … we always use the
example of … secondary school on Robert
Sobukwe avenue and the primary school
right next to … their entire building has
been carried away……….. there’s nothing
left ……. from the windows to the doors, to
the bricks everything is carried away. Right
next to this school, there is a primary school
serving exactly the same community, so we
have to ask ourselves this question, why
vandalism at one school but not the other?
What are they doing to prevent vandalism
……… the school next door has green grass
and left intact without a broken window? It’s
because there is a strong link between the
primary school and the community serving
but there may have been a breakdown in
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the link between the high school and the
community…….
Briefly about parenting and taking back our
communities……… we must look at the social
development of children in arts and culture
and we need to embark on an extensive
programme regarding parenting within
our community. Our parents are becoming
younger and younger but our older parents
are working and unable to transfer the skill
of parenting and therefore we need to get
government agencies to do that. But that
work must be done in conjunction with
the NGOs, the NPO’s and the faith-based
organizations within our community and
we speak about how we must monitor
that…
We need to ensure that policy frameworks
are implemented. There’s a lack of
monitoring and evaluation of policy
implementation because we do not have
a body monitors the implementation and
ensures that the rights of the child are not
being violated. I think that we need to uhm
get together and to start to hold government
accountable for policy implementation and
I think the establishment of the Children’s
Commission is needed………

Testifier 16: Charlotte Ilunga
Charlotte Ilunga works for the Department
of Health with teenage mothers in the City
of Cape Town.
My name is Charlotte and we focus on
teenage pregnancy, helping teenage
mothers through counselling. I work in
the maternity section and I’m going to
talk about teenage pregnancy. There’s a
big concern in the health sector about the
high rate of drop-out amongst teenage
mother. We find that in cases where there
are pregnancies out of wedlock, the young
mothers-to-be are bullied, chastised
by their parents and often they have no
shelter. They no longer in a relationship
with the father or sometimes, they become
so depressed because of the responsibility

that lies ahead.
Although the mom to be has the right to
education often life becomes so difficult
at school that they leave school. Nobody
bothers to follow up with the school………..
Last year, I remember the case of a Grade
12 girl who did not want to miss her final
examination………. and I remember her
finding medication……………. to get rid of
the baby.………… We also see more arranged
marriages………. to avoid the shame and the
stigma or they go through abortion after
16 weeks which is illegal ………………. They
find at the hospital or clinic the staff are so
nasty……… I think the government needs to
do more to prevent illegal abortions ………
especially when the mother is about to give
birth………. this is not abortion, it is killing.
We need really to find them.

or bond with the baby….. the baby is seen
as…………... Imagine, you be raped by fifteen
or twelve boys you don’t even know who’s
the father of that child……….... We facing
young girls who self-mutilate, attempt
suicide ………… We really need programmes
that helps our children to make informed
decisions regarding the pregnancy and
what will happen to the baby……………….., if
they want the child to go for adoption…….
Motherhood is difficult. If the teen mother
wants to return to school, she needs to find
someone to take care of the baby and pay
………. But the social workers need to help
cause sometimes they can keep the child,
but they don’t have money for nappies, for
milk, even for transport to go to the clinic.
Somebody must step in, the family of the
boy, if he also a teenager. These are the
challenges that the girl child is facing.

Testifier 17: Tony Lawrence
Tony Lawrence is an activist advocating for
child safety and protection.

I appeal to parents ……….to support their
daughters………….. The shelter in Claremont
takes ten to fifteen girls in per month
…………. We need really to work hand in
hand, organizations, parents, communities,
schools, social workers, the hospitals and
even the police. Some of our children, they
have been hurt [raped] by family members
or neighbours, their teachers or gangs.
Under these conditions, the girl child finds
it difficult to disclose the circumstances
regarding their pregnancy.………. and when
the baby is born, they don’t want to touch
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I am a consultant for the Guardian, a company
that specializes in using technology to
promote the safety of children………….
Schools remain with the most violent spaces
in the community. We have drug dealing,
gangsterism, learner on learner, learner
on educator as well educator on learner
violence. More incidents are virally shared
on social media than is actually reported
to the authorities and to Safer school call
centre. There is an App which learners can
use to report violence from psychological
intimidation, cyber violence, bullying to
physical fighting. Research conducted
in 2018 reveals that 99% of children will
experience violence directly or indirectly
before they reach the age of eighteen. And
secondly 80% of primary school children
are experiencing violence. Although this
research was primarily done in Soweto in
Gauteng Province, it is anticipated that the
situation is worse in Cape Town because of
the added scourge of gang violence…………

Now in schools, we know there is a problem
with safety. We even know the different
types of problems associated with safety…
however we don’t know the true extend of
the problem. How big is it really? And how
many are experiencing violence daily. And
that’s most probably caused by the code
of silence. We know children won’t report
very easily when they witness things. It’s
rather spread virally on social media. But
they will not step in the principal’s office
to report………. a drug peddler or someone
carrying a weapon, for example. It’s in that
space that the Guardian and in particular
its managing director, Mark Hardwick- who
is an ex child [adversity] investigator for
SAPS found the need to help and empower
children to speak out.
Learners can report based on a number of
options such as bullying which is the most
common form of violence in any school and
grade. The second aspect of the system is
the report management system. All reports
are received by ambassadors appointed by
the school management forum, consisting
of the principal, deputy and others. The
reports always go to more than two people
to make sure the integrity of the report is
maintained. The ambassadors will forward
the report to appointed investigators.
Investigators are also anonymous; they
will also be communicating via the App
with the learner who has reported. At all
times, we would have to have stressed at
all times anonymity is maintained. So, we
never know who the learner reporting is
and neither does the learner know who the
investigator. One person is appointed at the
school to send notices to everybody who
has the apps on their phones……… They can
review information about how to protect
oneself, so it can be an educational tool for
that matter. It can make announcements
regarding safety challenges ………. everybody
gets it, even the parents.
Bonteheuwel High is our first school in
Cape Town… it has been implemented in
KZN for the last nine months. What we are
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finding is that between 6 and 15% of the
learners will issue reports within the first
week of implementation in the school. So,
if there’s 1000 learners, between 60 and
100 learners will report an issue of violence
via the app. If you compare that to the
call centre at Safer Schools at the WCED,
100 to 200 calls are logged per month
out of 1700 schools. We can now analyse
the type of violence happening, when it’s
happening, to who it’s happening providing
the school with valuable information to
act upon. The information will help the
parents to play a far greater role in the
safety of their children. Speaking to SAPS
in the Western Cape, they have a very keen
interest in how to analyse that information
as well. And now universities ……l….. are
considering implementing the app. We are
empowering the learners to report without
fear of intimidation to use their voices
and take action………. Schools can use the
information to prevent violence by acting
on the information released on the App ………

Testifier 18: Rafique Foflonker
Rafique Foflonker is the chairperson of the
Mitchells Plain Community Policing Forum
I submitted the written submission …….
looking at child safety basically with respect
to school and children being raised by
either the grandparents. We’ve got some
proposals. The philosophy is based on the
fact that the most dangerous threat to our
society is not a gun or a bomb but a child
that has been raised by narcissistic rulers,
bullies, violent people. Domestic partners
who were children once upon a time. They
exhibit traits and personalities that went
unattended and unadjusted and then they
tend to become adults who then pull a
trigger………… these are people that needed
to be attended to when they were in their
youth ….
We are proposing change as far as
schooling is concerned……... to prevent
children from becoming misguided adults

………. We know that parents can’t attend
to their children whole day, they have to
work so theoretically every child has two
parents at home, a mom and a dad who are
well adjusted themselves but the reality
is, we have parents who are addicted to
drugs, alcohol, we got parents who set bad
examples for their kids. So, it’s a difficult
task…….... to look at mainly what happens in
the home and the one place, we can make
an impact is in school. Kids have to go to
school and while we focus very much on
academics at school, what we proposing is
a radical transformation of what happens
in primary schools. The introduction of a
resocialization programme, you know that
develops the learner …that helps them to
become tolerant and resilient that teaches
them about conflict management, that
takes an active role in working through
issues of conflict in school. The programme
involves actively working with bullies,
working with the victims, working with the
perpetrators and this is a resocialization
program that is part of the curriculum for
the whole school. It’s not an exam subject
it’s not tested but it requires a dedicated
individual ………. This individual is trained
…. The Department of Social Development
in conjunction with the police services
are the ones who are responsible for
this programme not the Department of
Education. ………… the proposal is that the
resocialization programme - being resilient,
dealing with conflict, learning about their
personality. The programme pays for itself
because right now there’s a lot of lost time
in the classroom with respect to teaching
time……
You know, we have disruptive learners ……….
why must a child of six, seven, eight, nine
years be scared to go out during break time
and then there’s an even larger number of
them who are threatened when leaving the
school because they are bullied. Nobody
is addressing this problem. Once the
children leave the school gate, bullying
is no longer the responsibility of the
teachers. Again, the focus of education is
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too much on academics and is not enough
on socialization. What we saying is, we take
real examples of a crisis in a school and we
work through it and in working through it is
an active opportunity for real learning. We
don’t take children and put them in a box
in the principal’s office and the victims or
survivors of the bullying, never really learn
about what happened……….
There’s a need for a major change in how
we deal with justice in schools. We saying
is that we need to establish a disciplinary
committee which includes the learners
with the educators…… and then they must
look at each case of bullying and they must
settle their own restitution. If I was bullied
and the bully destroyed my property, my
pencils, my bag, my books or whatever,
part of restitution is that bully must do
something in return to me to show that he
is remorseful…………. Right now, there’s no
transparency on how the schools attend to
justice. Part of this whole concept s must be
that there is no closed-door justice where
the perpetrator only benefits from what’s
going on. ……………. the most dangerous
thing in the whole wide world is a child
that is not socialized correctly and it’s the
child that is going to make bad decisions.
The suggestion is to establish an incentive
programme for parents, first time parents
must attend a series of classes regarding
the laws of pertaining to children, conflict
management……….

Testifier 19: Jabaar Mohamed
Jabaar Mohamed is the Provincial Director
of DEAFSA Western Cape.
Firstly, thank you for the opportunity, just
to clarify I am using South African sign
language. I am a deaf person speaking via
the interpreter………………. We oversee the
whole deaf community in the Western
Cape ……… from babies to the elder persons.
As an organisation, we are concerned
regarding the safety challenges of deaf
children when they commute to school,

the lack of residential facilities at schools
for them given their struggles ………. there
is no accommodation of safety [measures]
for children especially in the deaf schools
in the whole of South Africa. Kids have
died in fires already while sleeping in the
hostels, and not knowing what is going on.
The bottom line is there are no facilities
available for them that takes into account
their health and safety. Last year, there
was a fire at a school for the deaf in the
province. We question why there was no
deaf-friendly safety precautions at the
school like an alarm with a flashing light?
What are they doing about that?
Deaf children experience barriers when
attending government health facilities. The
child himself doesn’t know what is wrong
with him because the parents can’t sign
[language]to the child. The doctor can’t
sign; the nurse can’t sign. The child grows
up with the health crisis not knowing what
health problems she has. I grew up as a
deaf person. My mother died when I was
eight years old. My father had the double
role……………. So, when I’m sick, he took me
to the doctor and he at least tried to explain
to me what is wrong, whether I had flu
or throat infection, or whatever the case
may be. He could not sign, he was not an
educated man, but he taught me how to
take care of myself. The community and
even parents, today, do not support their
own kids. We have social workers that
work in our organization and constantly
new cases are coming in…………… it’s quite
sad if you look at the overview of cases we
have, it’s mostly sexual abuse by members
in their family and friends because the
child can’t speak. But they forget that the
child can sign. They use South African sign,
it is a recognized language, they express
and communicate in that way. So, when
we listen to the kids and they express
themselves to us, that’s how cases are
opened. At the police stations, there are no
interpreters to help the child. They tell us
the story and then we report……. whether
it’s sexual abuse or rape or whatever the
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case may be.
Despite the numerous opportunities,
resources and facilities for children in
general, there are still double barriers
for the deaf kids when they try to access
these help centres. I would like to see more
people who are able to communicate in
sign language to ensure that our children
can communicate their needs. There are
lots of challenges for deaf children in their
communities, in the streets, after school.
There is no safety, there is no aftercare. The
facilities are limited whether it’s a crèche or
whatever. Because they can’t communicate
with the kids, they are not accepted. The
child arrives at home, sits outside and waits
for the parents to get home. And then sport
and recreational activities in the school
holidays, excludes the deaf child. The
municipalities need to recognize that they
need to have an inclusive policy for children
with disabilities. And that is one of our
biggest concerns. We try to partner with
municipalities to teach sign language to
more people. Deaf kids need programmes
at their schools which teaches them about
their rights, especially safety rights. When
they walk in the streets, they don’t know
the lingo of children who can hear, so they
are laughed at, mocked and they feel left
out and isolated. We need to teach abled
children about children with disabilities,
otherwise the vicious cycle will repeat itself
again…

People’s Commissioner:
Macmaster

Llewellyn

It is very clear the challenges our children
are facing at school. It is a pity that time does
not allow us to use more than the 15 minutes
per testifier because the testimonies are so
compelling. Thank you for testifying today.
COMMISSION 2.4: Safety and security
This commission heard the testimonies
from community activists, civil society and
member of community policing forums.

One written submission was received
which is added to this commission.

Testifier 20: Magadien Wentzel
Magadien Wentzel is a reformed ex prisoner
who has dedicated his life to community
activism against organised crime
I was given away at the age of four days,
that’s what my foster mom told me…………. I
grew up in harsh conditions. I had dreams
of becoming a lawyer but it was taken away
by the apartheid regime. I was locked up for
five years and I made a vow to dedicate the
rest of my life to helping youth and children
Our children don’t have proper places to
play. I think our schools are a disaster.
I think our justice system is a huge
problem because perpetrators are always
free…….… If you look at our communities
are governed by non-state organizations
which people know as gangs. I say non
state organizations because I mean they
have everything, IT, the best cars to run
their criminal businesses……... Most of the
children’s parents are single parents who
struggle to make ends meet. Who supports
them, not government but those gangs. In
the Western Cape, I think we have more
jails than the other provinces …. I changed
my life inside the prison and when I was
released from prison …… I wanted a better
life for all.

Our educators are not equipped to deal
with all the problems of our children. Our
teachers, they are not social workers, they
are not psychologists and they can’t deal
with the children of today. What they do
know is how to get rid of the children,
expel them ……. No school wants a child
who was expelled and these children end
up joining gangs. After expulsion, where do
those children go to? There’s a new gang
that school children are joining ……. I know
all their dads; their grandfathers are violent
and I try to intervene to the best of my
ability…
I think the solution basically is we need safe
housing, we need places where children
can live in peace…… where we have trees,
flowers and birds…... I mean it’s so strange, I
walk into a white suburb and I’m not a racist
actually no …if I walk in a privileged suburb, I
walk cool the sun can be thirty-four degrees
I’m cool because we safe and everything
but if you walk in Manenberg you see a
huge difference. My advice to everyone is
that we as a community must take it on
ourselves and take that responsibility… We
often say your child is my child, my child is
your child. The Walking Bus where parents
collect them and take them to school, I
think that is a good solution. But we see
some getting stipends and other not from
the Department of Community Safety……
Another example is the Peace Ambassadors
programme in Hanover Park ………I mean I
remember walking into Crystal High school
and it’s like I was walking into a prison and
not a school. But last week, I walked into
the same school I thought I was walking
into a church, quiet and that’s what the
issue is supporting each other………….

Testifier 21: Farieda Ryklief
Farieda Ryklief is a community activist
residing in Delft. She is a member of the
Community Policing Forum.
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……… when it comes to the current status of
our community it is very sensitive because

a lot of people are silenced out of fear that
violence will happen again. There are six
sector areas in Delft where murders every
day. We have a problem with the policing in
our areas. There are people, volunteers that’s
very dedicated and been working for years,
they are disregarded and our volunteers
depend on outsourced law enforcement
agencies to get the job done, in order for
us to get the perpetrators arrested. It is not
the police, it’s law enforcement or metro
police… that’s why I’m saying outsourced
because they not from our area or from
the police station………. Last week in the
small area called The Hague, we had seven
murders in one day. Three of those seven
murders were children…………. Everyone
saw it, was daylight………….. they saw the
shooters ……..… the community got so
frustrated because the police came and
went in the other direction. At the end of
the day, we had to call in other resources
and we only got success from that. At least
two gangsters were arrested. Even though
we are still threatened by the other three
that’s walking around there because we
know that they walking around robbing
residents……..

I can’t see why I went to the Western Cape
Summit ……. I was very disappointed because
it ended up being more of a talk show, we
didn’t come out there with anything positive
and the people that’s supposed to be our
leaders, the police national minister and
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the DA, the premier……. totally lost focus on
what they were there for…… So who do we
turn to? We as community leaders in Delft
are frustrated when it comes to policing…….
they don’t pick up their phones…… they go
to the wrong addresses…….. they target the
neighbourhood watches and CPF members
that complain about them. They [the CPF]
suffer harassment, intimidation……… the
leadership become demotivated…….... step
down cause of health reasons and their
families are being targeted and so they
step down that’s what happens. They are
silenced out of fear.
Two years back, requested that the
whole police station staff are shifted and
a completely new staff appointed………
two years later all those officers….. I’m
talking about serious cases like murders,
attempted murders, robberies, assaulting,
they are still in the service………. In our view
as community leaders, we feel that these
are all contributors to crime happening
because they [the police] are very much
involved with the gangsters ………… I’m also
saying that police officers should not live
in the area they serve…………. have families
which puts them at risk………
The relationship between the CPF and the
Delft police is not good………. The last time,
we went into the police station, I asked the
operating commander if I could be assisted
to move a child……. to child protection
………especially over the festive season, we
have like thirty plus children abandoned
that were placed at safety. They don’t
have a database with us… do they even
keep databases for kids that are murdered
or raped which is the main concern……...
domestic violence victims are being turned
away. Activists that approach the police
when they come to a crime scene are being
yelled at and disrespected in front of the
community.
There’s a long trail of complaints submitted
to the Civilian Secretariat, yet not one
successful outcome……….. How can we

have these people still in our police services
and those that are suspended with full
pay, don’t feel they have done anything
wrong. In my opinion, how are they going
to learn that what they done is wrong and
to my understanding if they have cases
pending…….… they shouldn’t be in the
community and the aggressive approach
to every complaint even if its domestic
violence or a child rape cases is not healthy.
In my view, the current station commander
and members are not providing efficient
service delivery.
I don’t see anything
positive regarding service delivery and even
if we get new members, they are still being
guided by those corrupt ones. The CPF,
our chairperson is very proactive ……..……
they are working with law enforcement
to monitor the crime that’s happening in
our area by using these CCTV cameras and
stuff I think that’s also going to alarm the
gangsters in the sense of if they know there
are cameras in the area, they won’t run so
freely with guns in Delft. Yes, this will be
the first time we have cameras in Delft……….

Testifier 22: John Cloete
John Cloete is an executive member of the
United Public Safety Front, membershipbased coalition focusing on public safety.
When Minister Bheki Cele introduced the
crime statistics earlier, the headlines of the
newspapers and the television that day was;
South Africa at war with itself. Perhaps, the
headlines should have said, South Africa is
at war with its children. We heard the stats
and 29.9% of the murders that took place in
the Western Cape was against the children
with 36.7% of those murders been at the
barrel of a gun. And it was Nelson Mandela
that said a nation can be judged by the way
it treats its children and its elderly, and if
that is the case we are failing dismally as
society and as a nation and as a country
to protect our children from crime and
violence.
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It is said that an average of 282 reported
cases of abuse to our children in the
Western Cape. Now also significantly we
need to balance the role of civil society
and the role of business and the role of
government…corporate
business
has
allocated R9.1 billion to NPOs and to NGOs
to fight crime and violence in our country.
Now that is a lot of money and one has to
ask the question, where does that money
go to? And what is the impact, do we have
an impact assessment? Now we know
there are a lot of organizations that runs
projects in our communities. The question
is what is the impact? If we have received
R9.1 billion what is the impact of those and
can it be measured. ……………. as civil society
we need to push for impact assessment
on all the programmes conducted in our
communities. We need to have proper
research into the impact of programmes
and we need a proper monitoring and
evaluation mechanism……
We need to demand the implementation
of Prevention of Organised Crime Act.
In chapter four of the Act, the Act refers
to the criminalization of anybody who
associate him or herself with a gang by
virtue of a tattoo or a sign or a clothing etc.
etc… we don’t want to criminalize a whole
generation because if you see the age of
these youth involved with gangs and they
are the main perpetrators. They are being
abused because of their age by their peers
and adults. If we go that route we will be
criminalizing a whole generation and that is
not the purpose.
So we suggest that diversion programmes
be jointly developed with civil society as
well as government to keep those children
out of prison since there is no chance of
rehabilitation in prison. We have an NGO in
Khayelitsha who complains that the police
arrest youngsters for possession of drugs,
weapons and other minor cases. Those
children went to prison and came out as
gangsters. Because the prison is university

where youngster graduate as gangsters
………….
One of the more successful programmes
was the truancy programme. A couple
of weeks ago. I joined a search party in
Leonsdale, Elsies River where two boys, ten
years old and six years old ran away from
home. My observation ……………… the amount
of school-going children not in school.
Those children are vulnerable because the
area is a breeding ground for gangsters to
recruit them to do exactly the shooting and
drug running. One of the programmes, we
strongly feel should be reinstated is the
truancy programme…….
We need to train community workers to
offer diversion programmes since safety
and security is not a law enforcement issue
alone. We need the social justice cluster to
come together with civil society and not
run things alone. I think they saw it over a
couple of weeks, last couple of weeks and
months the community is really serious
about tackling the issue but also they
cannot do it alone. There need to be an
intensive community- driven campaign to
hold government accountable and keep our
communities accountable as well…………….

Testifier 23: Lucinda Evans
Lucinda Evans is the executive director of
Philiswa Abafazi Bethu, an organisation
situated in Lavender Hill. One of our core
programs is child protection.
I want to speak today about child safety and
what can be done in terms of protecting
our children. We know that the government
currently at the moment is dismally failing
our children from the Cape Flats. There are
no services for children. I think I want to
latch on to your comment about the after
hour service with the Department of Social
Development. Yes, there is a child protection
protocol, yes, they are supposed to come
out after five pm and eight am. And in many
cases our organizations have made cases
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against social workers is failing to respond
to child protection cases in the Mitchell’s
Plain, Hanover Park, Manenberg area. As
an organization, we’ve been following
what has not been happening in terms of
child protection. There is another helpline
or a DST hotline which is manned by social
workers, which is not efficient enough to
give you the advice that is needed in terms
of where to find emergency safety parents.
…….. On the 10th of March 2017, a thirteenyear-old child, Rene Roman went missing
in our community. We mobilized what
was known as one of the biggest searches
known in the community, driven by
community women and activists and many
of them are sitting in this room. We didn’t
find this child and sadly she was murdered.
What we did find was pela posies, houses
that harbour children who should be
at school. From this tragedy, the Rene
Roman search team was born to protect
the children of Lavender Hill. Sadly, this is
not funded by the Department of Social
Development at all, neither the South
African Police Services. This programme
comprise of a group of volunteers attached
to the Steenberg police station and they
respond when children go missing. But
what we find within the SAPS, there is a
mandated national instruction compelling
immediate activation of a search when a
missing child is reported. And this is not
happening at all. Many search groups arose
from the Rene Roman search and rescue
group. A recommendation ………... these
groups should keep these police stations
accountable for non-service delivery or
delayed service delivery………... Regardless if
the child has run away, the child is missing
because we understand that perpetrators
profile children. They profile their walks,
routines and children are more vulnerable
especially if the come from homes where
there are challenges.
The second thing that I also want to
highlight as one of the thing for search
and rescue groups is to monitor spaza and

tuck-shops who are selling cigarettes to
children that are younger than the age of
18. What also needs to happen is that those
shops need to be regulated and that could
be recognised as a community response to
child protection……………… further to say that
these volunteer child protectors …………….
should run awareness programmes in the
communities where those shop owners
should be workshopped not to sell a child
that is younger than 18 cigarettes.
I want to speak about SASSA which is the
day in the month where we have the most
reported cases of child abandonment,
because the parent or caregiver runs away
with that SASSA money and leaves children
vulnerable. The child doesn’t benefit
from that money. What is stopping us as
community to do the necessary to stop
that money? And people think it’s cruel. It
is crueller that the child will only be given
a packet of fifty cents chips, maybe two
sweets if they’re lucky. That money some
of the parents think it’s their own income to
use it on drugs, pay back loan sharks and to
use it for alcohol.
Should we not be advocating that SASSA
be linked to the Department of Health,
the road to health? How do we monitor if
a child is getting what a child should have
in terms of health? And should that not be
something we should advocate for? Surely
if the guardian or caregiver is receiving a
SASSA grant but the child who has to visit
the clinic monthly has a drop in weight or
not fed something is wrong. Why is this?
There are a lot of caregivers that are getting
this money as a form of income generating.
We also know that there are people who are
taking children into foster care as a mean of
income generating.
We need to address this because the
Department of Social Development who is
the secondary perpetrator to abuse. When
these cases are reported that a foster child
is being neglected, you will be lucky if the
social worker attached to that case comes
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out in the first three months or six, with the
result that that child is in a dire situation
and sometimes that child does run away.
Commissioner, I also want to speak about
the fact that we as civil society do not hold
government accountable for the failure to
protect our children………….. We should be
advocating for free dropping and aftercare
centres. There are many community centres
standing as white elephants. Children
as young as Courtney didn’t have much
choice around child care. There are many
mothers in our communities that should
go and demand that the centres be open.
So that we can provide child care for our
own children. And the colleague, John has
spoken about the funding that has been
given to communities. We need to ask these
questions, who are these NGOs working in
our communities? What are they doing and
how much of that funding has been given
to child protection? So I’m going to make
a recommendation that we should really
look at dropping centres for children and
facilities for children that have dropped out
of school because those are our children
that becomes the ATM’s for the gangsters
- your runners, your sellers, your gun hiders
even your shooters.
Commissioner, I also don’t know if
everybody is aware but yesterday, in
parliament a Bill was discussed that will
not criminalize children younger than 14
years old, even if they have committed a
murder. And the question that we asking is,
what happens to those children? Where is
the psycho-social support, the psychiatry,
the psychologists, the social worker in the
intervention of this children?
The approach that I am proposing
Commissioner is ‘the eye on the child holistic
program’ run by various community groups
that don’t need to be formalized NGO’s.
They should be screened and vetted. I have
a fundamental challenge with the Walking
Bus volunteers that are not screened nor
vetted against the child sexual offences
register. Our Walk Bus volunteers are

exploited because they are not trained to
offer the service.
Commissioner, I want to raise the issue
of school bus and taxi drivers that are
transporting our children. Not only do
we find overloading but we are not sure
whether they have been screened and
vetted as well. And I can site a case that
our organization journeyed the entire 2017
when Sydney Amos raped an eight-yearold every second day for six months while
transporting her from school. He groomed
her. She told her friends, “this is my
boyfriend, I love him”. He was only given
fifteen years. Commissioner, we seriously
need an ‘Eye on the child’ programme in
terms of running child protection. We have
too many children with the key to the latch
of the house, alone. These children too are
profiled. These children too are groomed in
various ways.
Waar is die mammies wat by die huis is wat
kan assist on te sê sluit oop, gaan in, gaan
eet, sluit toe, kom oor. And so we need to
start looking at when has my child become
your child other than the slogan at a funeral
or the high court. We need are going back
to the basics. Back to the basics that I
am encouraging communities to make it
your business, a child’s business. When
are we going to keep those government
departments accountable for failing our
children? …………….
In conclusion commissioner, I also want
to say there are no funding for child
protection. Let us be honest about it,
we have phenomenal people who have
been running programmes for years, both
formal and informal programmes from the
pockets of husband and wives’ salaries. We
should prioritize them but the exclusivity
of the Department of Social Development
funds the big organizations with the big
budgets that comes to the townships and
recruit people, recruit children, recruit
NGO’s that never gets the recognition, that
never gets the funding, that never gets the
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support and we need to hold government
accountable for this. Also Commissioner,
we have to fast track the fact that the
Child Commissioner who should have been
here yesterday. It shouldn’t be a political
ploy working towards 2019, and that Child
Commissioner should be held accountable,
the Premier of this province should be held
accountable because the appointment of
that appointee should’ve happened more
than four years ago.

In conclusion, Commissioner, I want to say
that we should become more robust in our
advocacy programmes. I want to thank the
advocates that have been at the high court
advocating for children. But where is the
money coming from to get these people
to court all the time? Should we not look at
a priority budget, should we not even look
at compensation for the government that
has failed the families of the Cape Flats?
Our children have become victims of this
war. Should we not have that conversation
around compensation? ……………………….. I feel
come 2019 when the elections come, I
want to have all of these children’s pictures
put up at every voting station reminding
community what the present government
of this province has done to the children of
the Cape Flats. Thank you.
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COMMISSION 2.5: Health and Social
Assistance
This commission will focus on the testimonies
of activists working specific social justice
matters such as child protection, housing
and violence prevention.

Testifier 25: Astrid Wicht
Astrid Wicht is woman and housing activist
who regards herself as a social architect.
Okay, well thank you for inviting me to
give testimony. My name is Astrid …I am
a woman and housing activist. I am a
social architect at UCT developing facility
I am currently working with … housing
activists from a range of different housing
associations across the housing spectrum.
I work around people with special needs
housing. I work in informal settlements
and I work through particularly what we
call participatory processes. So, it’s where
they keep the programmes of binding the
community. So just to contextualize, the
development and provision of safe green
fund and… where we can create people
centred neighbourhoods, towns and cities
together with the urgent deliveries and
housing it’s not only a technical process and
this is the kind of practice of our delivery
in South Africa but we believe that it lies in
a socio-technical collaborative solution to
look at how we begin to rebuild our living
environments.
The psychological and emotional impact on
all of the people and children particularly,
the children and women… and this
impacts on the poor living conditions
and none or poorly serviced and uncared
neighbourhoods coupled with the daily
survival and sustaining livelihoods and the
additional load of tasks and chores and
work created by those of poor facilities. The
task of just moving across the city to access
services and work… to be actively involved
into the community transformation and it
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is in these environments that we expect
our children to grow up in, to develop and
thrive, how is this possible?
But in South Africa, we do have a range of
constitutional intentions. We have laws,
we have more than enough policies to
regulate………... We have global precedents,
we have knowledge and insight that speaks
to people participation, consultative and
conclusive processes that look at special
regions and address justice that looks at
social housing, special needs housing and
one of the policies of inclusive, integrative
and sustainable neighbourhoods. We
need have programmes for informal
settlement upgrading with the intention to
develop them into dignified settlements.
But this is where our conundrum is, the
implementation of these programmes.

We are faced with a wide range of challenges
that I think we all know too well. On the
one side, it’s the slow pace of delivery
from a bloated bureaucracy with low
world end capacities and on the other, we
have dislocated communities and political
organizations. But we are here today to
focus on what must and can be done and
who must do it and how must it be done.
And for me, the starting point of delivery
is not only through technical solutions,
installing toilets, water, building houses
that does not do a lot for people. It does
not develop our communities………………. We

need to start with people.
We need to build and restore our
relationships. We need to build agency and
families in communities and organizations as
well as in the State. We need to acknowledge
and make space for children and youth. We
need to build a social contract between
the people and the State. We need to grow
trust through collective actions. We need to
establish communication and information
sharing and we need to demonstrate to
each other………… being listened to and not
just being told what to do, how to do it and
what is going to happen. We need to build
a social contract across the community
and an understanding of diversity and the
nature of relative deprivation. We had this
situation in one community where we had
people without housing. We had people
in informal settlements, we had people
on serviced sites, we had people in RDP
housing, and then we had people who have
developed their own RDP housing. There’s
a whole range of housing and a fight over
who gets access to what resources within
the same community. But the big picture is
housing for all. Decent neighbourhoods for
all and not who gets what.
We need to build leadership that is collective
and accountable and we need to move away
from the default combative position to
collaborative modes of engagement. And
back to the many policies that government
has put in place, they just keep on updating
them and changing them without giving
them the chance to implement them. We
need to change that practice ………….… We
need to scale up interventions, we need to
accelerate delivery, and we need to develop
an enabling mechanism for communities
to be able to actively be involved in
transforming their communities. For
example, why are there not communitybuilding centres in communities that can
support people with the construction of
houses, with the materials and information,
access to small loans and so on.
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We need to be able to provide community
programmes to engage those people in job
creation and we also need to challenge the
Western Cape Government directive that
no under forty-year olds will be allocated
housing. So, in the Western Cape, this is just
increasing the number of four generations
plus tenants living on a single plot. You have
the RDP house which is already overcrowded
and then three to four backyarders for
extended family and tenants in order to
be able to generate income. We need
to build our living, learning and working
places and spaces that accommodates our
children and women and is disable-friendly
and cater to special needs of people. For
example, survivors of domestic violence
where we need to create shelters, second
stage housing, and a special allocation
housing……. Currently, it is only given to
those with agency and the abled. So we
need to expand that understanding of what
is special needs housing and there have
been a lot of policy work done beginning to
put that in place.
We need places of safety for children in our
communities. And we need to create those
physical environments with all aspects
of an integrated inclusive sustainable
neighbourhoods where we can live, where
we can love, where we can learn, work and
play, that are well located in terms of access
to work, services, facilities that are safe and
defensible, that has reliable transport and
has places for children to play. And do all the
things that we all need to do to live. So, for
me, I think when we come back to who, its all
of us! We’ve all got to come to the table and
we’ve all got to work together. Yes, we are
frustrated, yes, we’re angry but that anger
is holding us back and its putting blocks on
being able to go forward. We need people
and the State as well as, the private sector
to come forward. In particular, the youth
who are being ignored as part of housing
planning at the moment …..…….. Women as
primary providers of housing to be able to
actively be involved in the housing process.

I think there are very few champions [for
inclusive housing]. I think where there are
champions, they are often very quickly
squashed. I think if anything is found to be
out of the box, it’s a very big reluctance to
take the job. I know in the municipality, the
officials, in terms of the work performance
when they meet the objectives, they get
challenged when they try anything new.
I think is very difficult although there are
attempts. We need to support them by
becoming aware what is meant by social
housing. I’m currently involved in a big
informal settlement upgrade programme
with the Western Cape Human Settlement
department, but we’ve been in it for six
months and we’ve hardly moved.
So, for me there’s a sluggishness that I don’t
know maybe ………… Government’s approach
is very much technical solutions… people
say they want to …together … but then the
water system fails you know. So, for me,
we’ve got to start with those relationships
to take us forward.

Testifier 26: Patric Solomons
Patric Solomons is the executive director
of a child protection agency and advocates
for the rights of all children.
I worked in very different communities
and so on and our organization , I work
directly with children, I then also work
with adults so … so at the moment I work
with children who have been traumatized
by sexual violence…….who have been
assaulted, exploited and then also some
human trafficked as well …………. We also
work with children in the school system
and communities…………. and stuff like that
so …and then there’s mobilized children …
to start their own agency and their rights to
participate.
So, what I’m going to say here today is
basically some of the key issues that we are
concerned about. I think that what is more
important is that we need to know that
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crime and violence, you know when losing
someone ……………. being shot or stabbed is
a very traumatic experience for parents,
siblings, learners, friends and family, also
teachers and therefore you know that
it impacts severely on individuals and
there’s also harm to our community…………
We see things like unemployment, lack
of housing, inequality, and school dropout rates, personal challenges and just a
lack of development and transformation
in our black areas. In our township areas,
poor transport for example …poverty and
taxi strikes and busses not running, trains
not working, it impacts on people’s safety
and security. Not to mention the gang
violence………… personal violence, bullying,
abuse and neglect. So, these high levels of
trauma that people are experiencing, do
impact on their health and affect their state
of health.
What we do find is that …various kinds
of challenges, impact on the rights of
the child. Children who experience
domestic violence…, migrant children…………
we find that there’s no plan for these
emergencies and disaster programmes,
they [government] don’t plan for that. They
don’t really plan for children that migrate
because of unnatural disasters so that’s the
problem that we have. I think that there is a
need for us to look at that. What we do with
children who’ve dropped out of school,
they get taken to another school in another
area………. that also increases the health
needs because they have experiences of
trauma and therefore, they’ve experienced
health needs and physical trauma and
psychological trauma also increases their
health needs so we find that there’s a grave
need of psych-social services.
I’ve just come from another meeting where
there was another problem I’ve met some
directors of NGOs and the problem is of
course that they don’t have proper ……..
psycho-social support services what is
happening is that children are moved on
from one grade to another grade without
making it through the test or process, they

get passed on, but nobody really assists
these children in terms of understanding
what are their challenges……… Inspite of
trauma counselling services, we need
to look other appropriate psycho-social
support services.

the needs of the people right so there’s just
basically the respecting of people that need
help in health services.

What we do find is that a lot of children do
have to wait long before they can get help
from the system. Sometimes from the child
………………. waits for up to six months to a year
and even longer and to get counselling. I
think that is a problem that we experience
and of course there’s also the lack of
service in health services. I find that many
people have to travel long distances to get
to a health facility and then, the problem
of public transport also adds to their health
needs……………… Many people have to get
up, walk in the dark to get to a health
facility so what about just simple lighting
in vulnerable communities and so often
safety is compromised. We also find that
people have to wait long hours in queues
and sometimes, they even get turned
because they can’t be seen at that time …
and I think we can make an improvement
on that. We’ve seen some good managers,
good facilitators, people who really are
there to serve the people…where they have
reduced the amount of …where they ensure
that there’s a process for people that … and
I think we need to appraise government
to make sure government facilities meets

We find is that the school system has policies
that sounds very nice on paper, but it’s not
happening in the school. There’s supposed
to be services……. but young people that
we engage with … tell us a different story
and therefore there is a problem between
the policy and the implementation plans.
We need to look at the implementation
of prevention programmes at schools,
specifically health issues. What we do find
is ……………. children aged six to twelve, the
younger ones are like ten or sometimes
younger but the majority are from twelve
to seventeen ………., our policies often deny
these age groups in terms of their sexual …
health rights. and then of course that group
[the older age groups] that want to access
those services, they find it very difficult to
access health services. They have a very
poor understanding of the kind of health
services that are offered to them, that
they have a right to access and some of
them don’t know where they can access
these services. So, for example we done a
spot check [with children] - how many of
children go to the clinic, when last they
accessed dental health care services etc
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A lot of teenagers, young people, they
are being abused by the system and also
by those who are supposed to provide
services to them. They get shamed,
especially pregnant teenage girls. They get
shamed, they get marginalized …………………….
it contradicts the rights-based approach for
children. We have spoken to people who
tell us that the people [the health staff] are
old school. Basically, what they saying is,
they don’t understand where young people
are at today……….……they deny that young
people are sexual and that they will engage
in sexual activity. Young people feel that
prejudice prevents them from accessing
these kinds of services. We need to look
at values of staff that impacts on children
seeking health care.

and it was 0.01% out of about four hundred
children. That is just a real sense of certain
aspects about teenagers and young people
surviving and their health state. We’ve
being completely neglecting children’s
general health care and prevention work
in this regard. How do we make sure that
children who want to become part of this
[peer learning] ………… because if they have
information, they can teach the next child
and even inform their parents regarding
child health related issues and teenage
health preventative issues. When you look
at that whole prevention programme ………
we need to also hold other government
departments accountable with regard to
what they need to do to ensure child health,
to maintain and improve facilities…………
You go into schools, some of the toilets
are utterly disgusting. I don’t know how a
principal or a teacher can’t go make a big
drama about it and so our children are
expected to use these facilities with poor
sanitation for almost six to eight hours
a day and so that’s problematic. Other
government departments need to clean
schools and deal with water issues for that
matter ………….. which puts children’s health
at risk.
We need to make sure that we develop a
holistic approach to child health, and child
health is not only those under six years of
age or the first hundred days of a child’s
life ………. but older children like teenagers.
I think that’s where we need a lot of help
when it comes to child health because
this is the age group that experiences a
lot of bullying, assault and violence that is
not reported. This is the group that gets
sexually assaulted, raped and many don’t
report. Not so long ago, I had one of the
children who said ‘I don’t mind being raped
but I mind getting raped and not killed.’ A
lot of children are so conditioned the way
that people talk about sex. We need to
look the impact of having those kinds of
experiences, children become violent when
they get raped, they normalise rape and
they then accept these norms……....
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The implications for the country are huge.
……………. the social welfare system becomes
swollen, more children in need of the social
health system, more parents needing
supporting for themselves and their children
and people relying on state support because
they’ve become disabled…… Parents
are traumatised, they find difficulties in
working and stressing………… we need to
address the issue of the stigma around
social assistance………. There’s a long list of
perceptions about people who are getting
social services from the State and who they
are and what they are getting it for…… I think
we need to look at those kinds of things too
……..…we also need to look at older children
for example, in terms of do they qualify
for these kinds of social assistance……. It’s
only just recently that where we’ve, for
example, extended social assistance to
children if they still dependant on their
parents for parental support…… so there are
some children who now have assistance up
until the age of 21, that’s besides those with
disabilities and special needs.
Children with the disabilities do not get
proper assistance. Their parents don’t know
that they can go for assistance. So, there’s
a big need for that as well………... and then of
course, the issue about the who qualifies,
where do you go to if you think you do
qualify and people that don’t have that
information. I think that’s what we need
to or what we can improve and then the
process. We still find young mothers who
still have challenges when they go to these
SASSA offices or when they try to make
application. So that is the problem and I
think what we can do more to relieve the
system. The system needs to look at the
boys and men to find ways to ensure that
they can meet their children’s needs and
fulfil their responsibility as fathers. Far too
many boys and men, don’t pay child support.
I think that’s an area that we can look at to
see how we can include males because if
we have men paying their child support,
these children would not be dependent on

social support …….
I think what we need to look at family
and community support systems. We
need to build a sort of a community
support system saying that… because of
dysfunction that happened, because of
trauma we’re experiencing and because of
all the disruption that people have in their
everyday life on a daily basis, we need to
build a community where families can look
out for each other. Families take care of
each other, family supporting each other
and I think that can help a great deal in
relieving the health system and also the
social assistance system and to make sure
that families can do better with the trauma
that they experience. There are new
emerging organizations where all of the
mothers organize themselves, we need to
look at those kinds of organisation and how
we can multiply them. Thank you.

Testifier 27: Tarisai Mchuchu
Tarisai Mchuchu is representing Fight for
Peace, an organization that is in Gugulethu
focusing on youth at risk and in conflict
with the law.
……….. we looking specifically at how to
disengage young people in conflict………...
we are doing a project called Safety in
Community programme using a whole
community approach. We are looking
at the systemic failure especially young
people at risk who are recruited into gangs
and use crime and violence as a way to live.
We have built a Centre within the middle of
Gugulethu… in which people get accepted
to sports and education programmes,
psychosocial support and leadership. So,
this is the space where they are safe………
and a few years ago, we started training
programmes. We then entered into
Manenberg too, so instead training just this
isolated organization how can we create a
‘fight for peace’ model. Through this model,
organizations are delivering education
programmes, employability, psychosocial
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support leaderships, sports programmes.
I’m sure people are tired of forums but ours
is using a collective model in which we bring
those different organizations together and
create a common vision together, our vision
is for a united Gugulethu.
Sharing resources is not just about budgets
but it’s also about the skills we have to
help each other…….. and upskilling smaller
organizations. Our role is to be a back bone
organization to facilitate the process and to
ensure that young people are getting access
to these things. Most importantly with the
psycho social support is what I really want to
talk about …so our role is also to ensure that
we connect what’s existing, where there
are gaps and we realize okay you’re already
doing education and sports and all of that
but there’s a gap that we not reaching
this type of young people or in this site of
Gugulethu there’s absolutely no services or
little being rendered … the challenge is also
that there’s not enough social workers and
where there are social workers, they are
also just not knowing protocol……… How do
we reconcile these things for children and
young people to get the services that they
need and create an enabling environment?
Our voices must advocate that schools are
safe for young people, safe environments
for young people who are faced with
difficulties in their everyday lives. If they
are accessing safe after-school support
services, we will reduce violence. They want
to stay in these spaces and so that means
adults must engage with young people
and create the safe spaces. We realize
that adults too that have been exposed to
trauma themselves because they live in
Manenberg and Gugulethu where there’s
violence and crime and all these traumatic
things are happening so how do you ensure
that the same services are provided that is
empowering for young people……...
Of course, it costs a lot of money to
do these processes …………but what we
actually are trying to encourage and this

is the conversation we are having now at a
systemic level with government and other
donors. Prevention interventions are not
easy and donors want to find things that
quick and easy. They expect to see results
in days. Psychosocial support is a longterm process …we cannot change today
especially with all the gang problems we
are having in these communities……………
what we are saying is that it takes the
whole village to raise a child. We need to
include other service providers who are not
professionals because we think that the
only people that can assist are those with
academic qualifications ………...…

Testifier 28: Valdi Van Reenen-Le
Roux
Valdi Van Reenen-Le Roux is the executive
director of the Trauma Centre where
she specialises in violence and torture
prevention at a local and global level.
I want to start off by saying that the safety
of our children is protected at a global and
regional level. While we have a progressive
constitution and we have as a country
ratified the United Nations, Convention on
the Rights of the Child and at the level of the
African Union, the African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child. As a country,
the UN and AU monitors whether children’s
rights are being protected in South Africa.
Early this year, the United Nations hauled
over the coals for being in contravention
of the very Convention we ratified but
failed to apply in its entirety. According to
the Conventions, countries should have
Children’s Commissioners or Ombudsman.
Decades later, we still don’t have a National
Child Commissioner or Ombudsman.
Instead, we deal with children’s rights
through the South African Human Rights
Commission who does not have sufficient
resources to deal with child adversity in our
country. We simply don’t have that. There
are many countries in Africa and in the rest
of the world that have a Child Commissioner
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Act but South Africa is lagging behind and
the United Nations have now in this year
indicated to the South African government
that we are not complying with a number
of conventions that will protect children.
So when we look at the Western Cape,
nearly twenty years after drafting the first
Children’s Commissioner Bill in the Western
Cape and South Africa and that was under
former Premier Rasool, it has taken us
almost two decades before we finalized the
Bill. It is so crucial that when we conclude
written submissions on the 19th November
that in the Western Cape, we have a Child
Commissioner at long last. Although the
Bill is ready, we not entirely happy with it.
The challenge is that it is difficult to change
a law once it is passed in parliament and
that’s the one factor. The other factor is
that since the other eight provinces have
no legislation, so we are leading on this
matter. But it does mean that at a national
level, nothing is in place. The current Bill
while we happy at the progress, does not
ensure the independence of the Children’s
Commissioner. The incumbent can only
investigate, research and monitor thereafter
make findings and recommendations but
will have no decision-making powers. We
should not be convening this People’s
Commission of Inquiry into Child Safety in
the Western Cape if we had a Children’s
Commissioner. This is one of the reasons
we are here today. We’ve got nobody to
do it and therefore, we end up doing our
own things. And the challenge that we
have is the legitimacy that this holds so
amongst our communities, we see this as
a legitimate process but from a legal stand
point it won’t be recognized. And so, these
are some of the difficulties we are having.
One of the challenges for us in terms of
child protection is, we all know what is
happening in our communities, we see the
visible forms, we see the child murders, we
see the suicides and all that but we don’t
see what actually causes that and that’s the
invisible forms of violence, the systemic and
structural violence that provides a climate
for the physical violence we see……..… and I

think there was a number of testifiers who
spoke to that but I just want to pull out a
couple of those facts. When we look at the
girl children who are murdered, I can take
you to at least five cases and I know there’s
more where housing was one of the factors
that lead to that children’s death and their
murder. You cannot have family life where
you living with a mass crowd in your home
you just cannot. There’s no privacy and
unbearable thing happen to children…… At
the same time, we want to blame parents
for being bad parents. When you put them
in a home where people are sleeping form
the kitchen door to the front door and when
you dealing with adults and children in the
same room how do you as an adult couple
live through your life as adults, how do you
have sexual relations, you have it in the
presence of your children and so we are so
dehumanized by that and our children are
growing up in this reality.

Now what is not understood is how a child’s
brain develops and the literature teaches us
that if a child - even if you are in the womb
of your mother - if the child is exposed to
violence the child’s brain will not develop as
it should. So what we have here in this room
are people who have gone through layers of
violence throughout their lives and because
they live in communities, because we live
in communities where there’s constant
violence, our brains are all in survival mode.
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And so when people say maar hoekom het
hulle daai hall gebrandt en die library, they
not realizing that individual is not thinking
the way others would think, those who
are not exposed to violence. They are so
dehumanized that harming themselves
is seen as a solution and very often they
see that as a self-sacrifice so the issues of
structural, systemic, symbolic, religious
and cultural violence is really underplayed.
When we look at the Courtney Pieters’ case,
why was it necessary for Juanita and her
husband bring Mortimer into their home
and why is it that Mortimer who had this big
plasma and DSTV why did he not put it in
the lounge but rather in his room as he was
a friend of the family? Instead, he put it in his
room because he started grooming those
kids………… so the question for me, in terms
of invisible violence is why did her boss not
provide her with ECD facilities because that
is the norm across Europe that employers
offer crèches for workers. and if you going
to have a mom who is going to have to work
the night shift and you earning very little
money, how do you use money for crèche
that is so expensive and then at night you
still sit with a problem cause you working
night shift. There’s no crèche open. One of
the solutions that we need to be thinking of,
is how do we protect working parents who
are workers and how do we create more
child friendly working places……... Then for
me, it’s crucial that we don’t only focus
on practical interventions, we need to be
looking at government agencies as well as
the donor world, who monitors them ………
and the reality is that human beings are not
tins of pilchards. We are human beings; you
can’t put a date to when we finish off with
our trauma. Anything retriggers. I mean at
this commission where people felt strong
enough to come, it was painful witness
them breaking down. So, we need to look
then at having conversations with funders
in terms of how they fund and the way in
which they fund. Do you know that DSD
social workers only provide two sessions
of counselling and then even two sessions

are too much! Now, how do you provide
counselling to a rape victim who’s been
raped by fifteen guys in one session? The
we have referral where the client has to
retell their traumatic experience over and
over again. This is not quality care. Funder
emphasize on high targets and that is a key
problem……...
The country needs 66,000 social workers
but in 2014, we only had 14,000. DSD
only employs social workers so what is
happening to counsellors, they simply
enter other professions because they
can’t find jobs. In a country where we
have high levels of crime why is it that
we are not investing in more mental
health practitioners and creating greater
employment opportunities for them. We
need to look at the reality that there is a
scarcity of mental health resources and one
of the problems we have is bottlenecks of
waiting lists. We have begun to implement
the American model of training community
persons as psychological first aiders also
called first responders or trauma support
workers to ensure that in every community
you have a group of trauma support
workers who can be the first responders.
It is important that we recognize capacity
building of our community people as
trauma support workers. and that we
change donors’ perceptions about who is a
service provider and who is not. I can tell
you from experience, the trauma support
workers whom we have trained in Lavender
Hill, in Hanover Park, in Delft are better
equipped than some of the DSD social
workers…….... They are better equipped
and they deal with those crimes …and so
one of the challenges is acknowledging
that you don’t need to have a paper to be
a good service provider …... we forget that
Winston Churchill never went to school but
he became a prime minister in England.
We need to be changing our perceptions
around education and we need to be going
back to what we call popular education.
Let me finish off with the truth about
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ourselves in civil society, we are not a
cohesive civil society. We can’t blame
government when we ourselves are no
better and we don’t work well together and
so we need to be looking at ways in which
again, we speak to donors around how they
contract with NGO’s in partnership with
community-based organisations. We need
greater equity because now the three of us
go in a contract but I keep the money, you
as the CBO never get the money and that
causes mistrust in our communities and
gatekeeping in our communities and who
suffers it’s the client and in this case it’s the
children.

Testifier 29: Faizel Brown
Faizel Brown is a community leader and
activist working in the Mitchell’s Plain
community.
Thank you for this opportunity to be here
and to represent Mitchells Plain Crisis Forum
in terms of the work it does with children in
particular and women in general. The Forum
was established during 2017 after the tragic
death of a thirteen-year old girl, Stacha
Arendse in the Tafelsig, Mitchells Plain area.
The shock of that event galvanized the
community and it was decided to establish
this crisis forum to deal with the situation
in 2017. She died at the end of March and
in April, we established the crisis forum.
So, it was the result of the shock of this
incident that the community said enough
is enough……………… this kind of thing should
never happen again. And it brought together
activists, it brought together different
community organizations, it brought
together churches. And people said we
need to create something and we needed
to bring the awareness of the situation that
there is a crisis in our community. Prior to
this incident there was an incident of Rene`
Roman in Lavender Hill that was all over the
media and it wasn’t long after that when
this incident happened. We realized that
the problem is a very common because it
was happening all over.

We started seeing that many of these cases
fell through the mat, nothing happened but
we decided that it is important for us as a
community to put pressure on the system
to deal with the situation. One of the things
we needed was to establish a search and
rescue group. And whenever a child goes
missing, the community will be equipped
find the child and bring child home safely.
More and more people notified us of similar
incidents of missing children not only in
Mitchells Plain. We went to those areas
and assisted those communities. We had
success in many incidents where the child
was found alive, but shortly after that there
was the incident of Courtney Pieters in
Elsies River. The forum spent at least nine
days in Elsies River assisting the community
in their search for Courtney Pieters and
tragically her body was discovered.
The perpetrator was found to be somebody
who lives in the home of the victim very
similar to Stacha where the perpetrator lived
two doors away. Now we started to realize
and understand that the perpetrators are not
always a stranger or someone unknown. It
could be someone who lives in your home, it
could even be a relative. We found amongst
the perpetrators; a pattern emerged.
Many of them were repeat offenders. And
somehow in the justice system, there is no
rehabilitation of these repeat offenders.
There is no process where we can say there
was a corrective process and the person
has changed. And we started realizing
that the justice system is not adequate to
dealing with the problems of crime in our
society. It was brought to our attention that
there were prior convictions of this person
[the alleged rapist of Stacha] who was not
convicted of rape………………. We, as the crisis
forum feel there’s a need to address this
problem within the justice system. As well
as in the correctional system as well. Many
of these perpetrators goes into prison for
minor crimes and the prison system creates
an environment where convicted persons
become worse. The system does not bring
them back to society as rehabilitated
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individuals, and that for us is problematic.
It is problematic that many of these
perpetrators are released early on parole.
They come back into the community
without the community having a say in that
matter. Without the community having
any knowledge even that these people
are convicted sex offenders. And we find
it problematic because the sex offender
register is not accessible to people in
the community. And as MPCF, we think
there’s an urgent need for the register to
become available…………… coupled with the
rehabilitation of the individual before he’s
released from prison. The community need
to be aware when these perpetrators are
released back in our neighbourhood.
We developed a training manual that shows
how to deal in these kinds of situation and to
support people from different communities
in dealing with abuse and rape cases. We’ve
developed a training manual on search
and rescue procedures as well. So, if a
child goes missing, the community will be
trained through the process of launching
an activation before anything negative
happens to the child.
We’ve found that there are cases where
teens run away from home and reasons
can be many like problems within the
household, it can be problems within
the community or it can be linked to the
school or even drug and gang related. So
we feel there is a need to address that
particular question with the youth who find
themselves in difficult situations which they
cannot escape. There is a need for places of
safety that teenagers can go to deal with
their problems to prevent the situation
from arising again. But now in the absence
of safe spaces, you have to take them back
to the same conditions that caused them to
run away. We feel there is a need for a place
of safety that we can take them to that they
can go through a process of counselling.
In our community, we have a high rate
of teen suicide. There are no adequate

institutions available to deal with that
category of youth. Part of our work is to do
with awareness in schools, we feel that’s a
major area that needs to be addressed. In
our experience, we find that children don’t
always understand what is happening to
them when they are abused and raped.
We see how they change, they drop out
of school and show antisocial behaviour.
We need to start looking at the institutions
and the structures that will respond to the
problems and we want to propose setting
up an emergency call centre that can be a
co-ordinate and disseminate information.
We need a Centre where people that have
problems can call and be linked up with
trauma counsellors and others who can take
them through the process of addressing
the problem.
Then, there is the question of the district
surgeon which we don’t have in Mitchells
Plain. People have to go to Heideveld to
have the J88 completed. Sometimes, it is
late at night or people don’t have transport.
They have to wait for the next day. Especially
where the victims are concerned and
which means that child or woman cannot
clean her body because she must see the
district surgeon. We feel it’s a traumatic…
process. The MPCF found that some of the
police officers are not very co-operative.
There are some of them doing excellent,
sterling work but we found some of them
are telling the victims that they should drop
the cases… we feel that is unacceptable.
They have not even investigated the case.
They haven’t even the report of the district
surgeon but they have already drawn a
conclusion. We feel a need for sensitizing
and training officers to deal at those kinds
of institutions with empathy.

Testifier 30: Bettie Niewoudt:
Bettie Niewoudt works for Child Welfare in
Stellenbosch. She is a veteran campaigner
for children’s rights.
The safety of our children doesn’t come at
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a price. So I’m really hope what I’m going to
share will fit with everyone, maybe I’m going
to be controversial but that’s also a part of
who I am. I just was thinking, if I close my
eyes and I can see my life as a child. What
am I seeing? I can remember the joy, living
free, living safe, having friends around me.
I was in a fortunate situation to grow up
on a farm but very, very poor……….….. I also
experienced the discrimination against us
poor white children. I know what is like just
to be safe, to be loved by parents, to be
able to do and play whatever we like. And
also the fear of my dad being on the gravel
roads. He was a labourer on a farm, and I
remember the only time I was safe to go
to sleep was when I hear die rattle of the
tractor around the corner. Then I knew my
Pappie was two kilometres and then he
would be home and then I was safe.
And when I see this, I also close my eyes
and see the fear of our children living
in our communities. I experienced the
emptiness in some of the children’s eyes
and that is heart breaking because that’s
different, that’s completely different and
I don’t think that can sit well with anyone
who has a conscience. It is just not on.
And we as a welfare organization, we have
constant pressure to render services to our
communities and you can only do what you
can do. You can’t do anymore because we
sit with so many challenges. And I try to list
some of these challenges, and the first one
is poverty. And I listened to the submissions
of the children the other day before the
standing committee. Coming from a child
to say “how are we going to stop the misuse
of our child support grants by our parents?”
coming from a child it’s so sad.
We are faced with unemployment on
a daily basis and its growing. We are
challenged by the growth in the substance
abuse. Just last night, I had to receive
notice of one of our children, a nine-yearold coming in three o’clock in the morning
and the mother doesn’t know what to do.
Blaming us for not assisting her, but in the

end the mother is doing exactly the same.
Where do we start? Children dropped out
of school not because they don’t want to
be in school, but because they cannot be
in school given the trauma they experience
every day. It’s traumatic because some of
our kids struggle to fit into mainstream
education. And then we sit with kids being
out in the streets.
The lack of safe spaces… where our
communities ja, the whole situation. I have to
walk to a park, I have to walk two kilometres
to be at the park. Is it really safe in the park?
If we look at the lives of our children, we
have to first go to the Constitution…we
have to confront our government and say
we are infringing on our own constitution
and we are the biggest culprits…in terms
of the Children’s Act. And I’m going to
concentrate on the Children’s Act… section
two. The objectives of the Act are very clear
regarding the protection for children. It’s
just families to make sure children get hurt.
Several sections of the Act are violated,
in particular Sections 7 and 150. We have
a huge problem in implementing the Act
because of the vulnerability of certain
groups of children like migrant children. I
just come from the Department of Home
Affairs, …………...…... We sit with a hundred
and forty-four undocumented children that
we were not aware of who cannot receive
SASSA care grant without documents. We
deny these children the right to education
and I’m not speaking about foreign children
only, I’m speaking about our children, South
African children. And it is not okay. We have
gone through all the routes, the signing
offices who issue the documents…and yet
we sit with the same situation…we have to
go to the High court……….. I would like all
of you to come and assist us. I see that our
lives, our community and our children as
patient emergencies.
It is my opinion that our communities need
to be stabilizing and how do we do it? …I
know that the Western Cape has asked for
the deployment of the army but what we

63

do not ask for is the army to be deployed in
all communities experiencing violence and
not just randomly. We are aware that the
very same army that we are talking about
are on peace missions throughout Africa.
It was announced that our army guards
South Sudan, over the Nile river, but we are
not good enough to guard over our own
children.

The provincial government of KZN has
announced that if there is one more political
murder in KZN, KZN will declare that they
are in a state of emergency and the army
will be sent but not in the Western Cape. The
question is why, how many more children
do we, need to get murdered? What I
propose is that let us just get the systems to
save the lives of the communities. I am very
glad at the number of arrests made since
the elite special force units against gangs.
We cannot afford to lose more children.
Children cannot survive, they cannot study,
they cannot sleep, they cannot walk or
stand around to play. I from child welfare…
we all agree that we work together and we
all agree that we cannot fight this war on
our own. We need assistance.

Testifier 31: Nadia Mayman
Nadia Mayman is a community leader
and member of Joint Peace Forum in
Bonteheuwel.
…………….. I want to sketch a picture for you

of a five-year old girl being put out of her
house at seven in the morning when the
mom’s husband returns. This little girl is
being seen by other parents - taking their
kids to school -sitting on a pavement like
a baby……………this little five-year old girl
knows Bonteheuwel. She knows that on
a Monday she needs to play at the school
kitchen, on a Tuesday she knows on a
Tuesday, she doesn’t know the name of the
day but today but she that today she has
to plays in the Catholic church. She knows
that tomorrow and the day thereafter she
needs to be at the feeding scheme. So this
little girl is on the road from seven in the
morning until eleven at night. This little girl
has learned at a young age to learn to steal
and cheat. Just imagine how many of these
five-year-old are out there… she doesn’t
respond to her name, she only responds to
the name Superman. It took two weeks for
this girl to respond to her name. Two weeks!
… we find that children at the age of nine
are having to look after their siblings of two
or three. They have to find food and take
care of their siblings while the parent goes
on a drug binge. This is the reality. We know
of drug addicted moms who give birth to a
child in less than year… a mother had six to
fourteen children and not one of them are
at school. Nor do they have birth certificates
because the only thing mom wants to
know is when can she have her next fix.
These kids are born with drug addiction
and foetus alcohol syndrome………… Nineyear-old boys are being turned into child
soldiers……… because they don’t know
any better. We find that teenage boys are
arrested by police for carrying tik lollies.
These boys are out on bail or awaiting trial
…………. Where are the political workers to
address the situations in our communities?
As parents, we have rights but we also
have responsibilities. We need to look at
solutions first and foremost government
needs to account …and I agree that if we
don’t start organizing we are going to die.
How do we help a child on the pavement
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in a blanket? How do we walk past and
let it go? Why do we not address the
problem immediately? Poverty is so real in
Bonteheuwel. I think that poverty, housing,
education, social services, sports, these
resources aren’t in this community. These
people are playing political games with our
life. We need a trauma counselling centre,
we need drug rehabilitation centres. our
kids that use drugs, dagga are twelve or
thirteen, they are not addicts yet they need
help they shouldn’t be jailed, they should
be helped.
I mentioned earlier about the Shut Down
Movement whom I support because we
cannot sit back and watch our children live
miserable lives. We as a community need
to start organizing and working with the
departments and other communities............
there needs to be a prevention plan for
teenagers and mothers to prevent child
neglect and abuse. Like that mother that
knows that someone will take her children to
school and back, she knows it is guaranteed
but she does not take responsibility…….
In closing, we definitely need to work
with parent but we also need government
to respond more efficiently to these
challenges.

Testifier 32: Joan Daries
Joan Daries represents Community Chest
as well as the Child Protection Collaborative
I am very pleased to be here today and find
it hard to sit here as a person and represent
the Community Chest and the Child
Protection Collaborative because I also want
to sit here as a citizen of this country and a
mother of a girl child and the grandmother
of several children………….. The Community
Chest is one of the oldest grant-making
organizations in the Western Cape. It has
many deep relationships with organizations
providing services and programmes to
vulnerable groups especially those that are
responding to the needs of children. So in
2017 when our community was overcome

by what seems as a rise in brutal child
murders, we organized communities to
respond to these atrocities…………… and as
the child murders continued unabated we
were meeting in community halls. Then
we would hear another report of another
murder almost one more horrific that the
last.
……. Trauma Centre kept track of the
growing number of murders and we soon
realized that the wave of child murders in
the Western Cape hardly made it into the
national news. We were shocked when the
recent published crime statistics report
that the actual murder count in the Western
Cape for last year was three times more
than the amount the number of murders
that we were tracking because sometimes
these child murders were not reported
in the media. And then we discovered in
academic reports that level of child murders
in our province was actually a normal thing.
It had been going on for years without
attracting attention.
Just the fact that we have a fine
constitution that protects our children
but we are unable to uphold the rights of
our children puts shame on us as a nation.
Our children are being caught up in this
cycle of violence and the reality is glaring
at us as the next generation of [adult]
perpetrators are already on our streets.
We call the perpetrators monsters because
we have suffered and are dealing with our
heartlessness and lack of care. But why do
children grow up to be these monsters? Our
provincial government refused to establish
a judicial inquiry indicating the enormous
cost. We already have a problem with
the data and report given to us……… child
protection is primarily the responsibility
of our parents of parents, families and
communities.
We sat in the provincial meetings with the
Premier where the MEC for the Department
of Social Development in the province
turned around and said those of us lobbying
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for the judicial inquiry were ‘not even child
protection organizations’ because in his
mind, child protection organizations are
those in service areas dealing with the
department and doing statutory work on
behalf of the department. So if the head
in our province for protecting children has
that view, then we are really in serious
trouble. When we see the ugliness that
engenders a spirit of denial, then we need
to ask ourselves what responses are needed
to change the child murders………we need to
deepen our understanding and responses
to make them more effective. Especially
the mental illnesses and challenges that
this trauma results in and actually damages
children for life.
The health budget neglects mental health
which will lead to unresolved human
needs, unresolved children trauma that
compromises children’s ability to reach
their full potential. We need greater mental
resources because mental health is an issue
and needs to be addressed. It helps us with
greater accuracy for policy development,
accountability and working with other role
players. What cost can we place on raising
our children to become positive adult
capable of leading this country? ……………..
We have the challenge of keeping children
safe. I think the first thing, we must
acknowledge is that we have failed as
government, as communities we have
failed to do our best for children. We have
failed as faith-based communities and
organizations…………. I know of a church
where one day somebody got up and said
there’s a child going to be born but the
parents don’t want their child…….. had that
transaction happened outside the hospital
as suggested in church, nobody would have
known that this child was given away. How
often is this happening and we don’t know
about it when the children are being sold
and traded and we really don’t know. We
need to be really vigilant and within faith
based institutions, it should never happen.
We need the political will to hold offenders
accountable. It’s a problem we must correct,

it’s a problem we must address ………………...
we must also accept that there is no easy
answer because it will cost us money and
our collective energy……. by not doing the
right thing it will also cost us even more………
given the whole judicial system and the
justice system is failing.

We must include in the budget, child care
facilities to provide night time care for
children whose mothers are working at
night and early morning. We need to have
support for mothers, especially single
mothers and teachers. I’m looking at
government to start a night time crèche
for mothers who are working at night. We
need to make sure that our social grant
system reaches the child to cater for the
child needs and this is where communities
and organizations can play a very important
part. If every community keeps a register
of the children on the child support grant
and a monitoring system for those children.
We need to bridge those gaps regarding
accountability. There is a role that we need
to play… there is so much that we can do to
save our children……………….

People’s
Houston:

Commissioner:

Lorna

I’d just like to thank everybody who listened
so carefully to those who spoke and to the
people who shared, thank you. It’s been
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very difficult for many who spoke over the
few days to actually speak openly, I really
and sincerely appreciate what it means for
you to come and talk about the loss and the
violence that you experienced. I want to
close the proceedings with a poem a wrote
during the apartheid years.

chapter four

PEOPLE’S
COMMISSIONERS’
REFLECTIONS
‘My son is missing for 21 years.’ these
were the first words spoken by the first
testifier. A short and simple sentence
which immediately refocused my thoughts
and brought home the lived reality of the
people in the room. Child safety cannot
be an academic conversation about safety
measures, awareness programmes and
slogans like ‘your child is my child’. Child
safety is a painful conversation about the
lived realities of child murder, missing
children, child sexual abuse, children and
gangs and the systems that fail the child
and their families.
We listened to the testimonies of parents,
mostly mothers strong women who are
in pain, mourning, despairing some were
living with the loss of their child for a while,
for others the wounds were still raw as their
children were killed a few months ago.
Some of the mothers blamed themselves
and that they failed to protect their child.
They shared their frustration with the
lack of support from the police, justice
and social development departments.
They need support through the process
of the investigation of the child’s death,
during the court process and some due to
unemployment also need material support.
This is not forthcoming and worse still they
are not always treated respectfully.
One mother reflected that because her child
was killed by gangsters, the family also has
to endure the stigma of her daughter being
called a gangster, whereas her daughter
was at the shop and caught in the crossfire.
This stigma adds to the pain that families
already feel. The one father who spoke
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commended the women who were showing
up so bravely for their children, and said ‘as
men we have failed you’. Indeed, the fathers
were absent from the space with mostly
women in attendance.
Most of the testifiers’ children were killed
by gangsters but not all. One had a missing
child. One mother shared that her husband
and her daughter, on separate occasion
was killed by gangsters. The husband was
in fact trying to get children to safety during
a gang fight and got shot. One parent’s
child was shot by gangsters and survived,
later she and her 2-year-old grandchild
witnessed a murder in the street where
they live. One parent’s child was sexually
abused by a church Elder and Pastor and
the church administration is covering it up,
since then 2 other children have reported
being abused by the same man. One of the
children would have been 21 on the day of
the commission and so it was especially sad
for this mother. The families were distraught
regardless of whether the death of their
child was recent or not. They needed to
tell their story in public and be heard, they
needed validation from the society at large.
The local government councillors offered
insight to the structural violence that
makes children vulnerable and how some
of this can be alleviated, creative examples.
One councillor presented a focussed
testimony on the Children’s Commissioner
/ Ombudsman and the difference it can
make to child protection. Councillors
raised the multiple roles they played in
order to support the community and the

challenges residents faced. They called for
greater cohesion in communities pleading
for residents to take greater responsibility
within the community. One of the key
issues raised was parents who often denied
that their children were perpetrators of
violence.
After a very traumatic first day of listening
to the painful stories of parents who lost
children, the contributions on Day 2 were
less traumatic to listen to, but nonetheless
brought home the serious challenges
we face regarding issues concerning
child safety in the province. Non-profit
organisations spoke about their work and
efforts at child protection, prevention and
support programmes with a strong message
of a system that is broken and the need
for: stability in communities, a reduction of
violence – gang / gender-based / domestic
violence, SAPS corruption to end, funding
for programmes (ECD, aftercare, green
spaces etc), training of parents and teachers
to deal with traumatised children etc.
The growing plight of unaccompanied
minors and undocumented / stateless
children was raised. Home Affairs takes
too long to process migrants and refugees
and the children grow older and attend
school without birth certificates and
access to basic services. The commission
heard how unaccompanied minors may
be raped, pregnant and have a baby and
then no one is willing to recommend that
child to Home Affairs, this means they will
forever be without papers. What happens
to this child who has no papers when they
turn 18? When parents return home, the
child cannot accompany them as they are
undocumented. ‘They are so vulnerable
to people that sells children because …
the child is alone’. She emphasised the
need for refugee children to have identity
documents as they open the door to access
basic services and resources.
The Commission heard how exasperated
and powerless the testifiers feel when small
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children are sexually abused and there is
no assistance available. Children act out a
school and often it is discovered that the
child has been abused. One person gave the
example of a learner who told the teacher
that they had been raped, by the school’s
caretaker, the teacher did not tell the
parents. The mother found out when she
saw that the child had a discharge and took
her to the clinic, that child had an STI. ‘so…
how many other children did this caretaker
rape?’ A boy of six was sodomised by his
foster parents and he didn’t speak about it
for a while. She asked, how do we protect
him? The commission heard that children
are also violating other children sexually, as
she spoke she cried pleading for support.
Teachers need training on how to deal
with these situations and the learners need
support but there is a drastic shortage of
school social workers. The children have
no support, no resources to release trauma
and confiding in teachers is ineffective as
teachers may not respond positively or
constructively. When a child is abused at
home and acts out at school teachers do
not try to establish what is wrong, they
simply send the child home.
‘There’s a problem with ECD facilities and
governments resourcing in communities
like Khayelitsha.’ The lack of support for
unregistered ECD centres to become
compliant means that children are unsafe,
either left in the care of an unregistered
facility or a neighbour willing to look after
the child.
The community is densely
populated and under-resourced some of
the resources needed require state support
and infrastructural development which is
beyond the control of the ECDs. Aftercare
programmes lack resources. The Nonceba
aftercare provides a way to maintain
contact and support the children they
counsel. Many children have been abused
and are witnesses in court cases.
We have also heard about the impact
of teenage pregnancies on learners and
the education system. The lack of proper

information on the one hand, and the lack of
compassion from especially health workers
is a great concern. The issue of abortions,
challenges of motherhood, the reality of
drugs and prostitution were highlighted by
a community activist who ‘humanised’ the
reality of teenage pregnancies in especially
impoverished communities.
Families sometimes don’t send the children
because they know the perpetrator, perhaps
they are the main source of income in the
home. Cases are not prosecuted because
either the child or the perpetrator cannot be
found. The high conviction rates reported
are deceiving, they are not calculated based
on the number of reports received. The
boy-child is also getting lost in the system.
The girl-child who gets lost in the system
pops-up in the shelter for abused women, it
is a vicious cycle. Non-profits like Nonceba
are working miracles with the limited
funding received from the state and raise
a substantial amount of funds from donor
agencies. There is no visible policing. Adults
are robbed and feel unsafe, what does this
mean for child safety? ‘There is almost an
acceptance that the community we live in
is unsafe.’ There are good policies and laws.
State performance plan is based on what it
can achieve rather than on ensuring child
safety. It needs to take into account what is
needed and desirable outcomes rather than
what they can do and manage to achieve as
a department.
We listened to the frustrated pleas of a
woman from Belhar who decided to respond
to the many children she saw unsupervised
in the streets. She had witnessed too many
children being killed by gangs in the area and
so decided to learn how to run an ECD and
later an aftercare programme and how to
deal with people affected by addiction. She
discovered that many children were being
verbally, physically and sexually abused at
home, that parents were addicted to drugs
or alcohol. Children fear that either they or
their families will be killed if they report the
assaults to the police due the reality that
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often perpetrators are connected to gangs
and or drug lords who routinely pay-off the
police. The older children were illiterate
and dropped out of school, she was able to
help some return to school. Daily children
are sharing their stories of sexual violence
and she doesn’t know what to do.
She spoke of people who run funded ECDs
and own shebeens and the contradictions
in that picture.
The new park design with exercise
equipment attracts adults to the parks,
whereas the children are playing in the
park often unsupervised, so this places
the children at risk. In many communities’
families live in very small rooms, up to seven
people at a time. The room just manages to
fit a bed and place for another mattress on
the floor, there is only one room to wash,
cook and sleep. So, children play outside,
in the street. Parks are not pretty they
don’t have grass but concrete, two years
ago in Belhar, three children were playing
in the park and fell and hit their heads on
the concrete and died.
We got some perspective on the nature of
violence in schools. The complexity of the
matter was emphasised as well as the need
for multi-stakeholder and inter-sectorial
interventions. The devastating impact of
the various manifestations of violence on
learning is without a doubt a real threat to
the future of our country. The bottom line
is that we need an environment conducive
for constructive teaching and learning
to take place. We need more than good
policy frameworks and the political will to
implement it.
Gang violence and control of communities
was raised strongly. ‘Our communities
are governed by non-state organisations…
known as gangs.’ Children living in poverty
and communities that lack resources are
vulnerable to joining the gangs. ‘Western
Cape has more prisons than all the other
provinces.’
A youth worker, former
gangster who had been in prison for many
years spoke about the positive impact of

a youth project, Peace Ambassadors, in a
school in Hanover Park. Youth programmes
are needed to bring change, but funding is
unavailable.
Police corruption, arrogance and sense
of impunity has led to ineffective police
services. In the Delft community police
are not only failing in their responsibilities,
they are actively intimidating, aggressive,
engaged in criminality some of which
includes gang-related activities.
The
Commission heard that one SAPS policeman
was sentenced to 15 years for attempted
murder of a child. In addition, SAPS officers
are on trial facing serious charges of ‘murder,
attempted murder and robberies’ and the
like yet were able to continue coming to
work. Last week seven people were shot
dead in daylight, in front of witnesses, three
of them were children. The SAPS were
slow in response, the commission heard
that the metro police have become more
reliable and they arrested 2 people, three
remained afoot. Schools need to have a
strong programmatic response to bullying,
one that stems from a root cause analysis.
The Resocialisation Programme was put
forward as one such solution
The Commission listened to testimonies of
people working in communities and again
they spoke of living conditions of extreme
poverty.
Often characterised by child
neglect and abuse. One woman said she
heard a child address the SA Parliament
last week, it broke her heart to hear a child
to say “how are we going to stop the, the
misuse of our child support grants by our
parents?”
We have to confront our government. We
are violating The SA Constitution and the
Children’s Act section 2 - the objectives of
the act is very clear to provide protection
for the children. Section 7 & 150 of the
Children’s Act when we find that a child is in
need of protection. It is only families being
held responsible when children are hurt and
not the government. A testifier speaking
on behalf of a longstanding organisation
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working in child welfare, protection and
development said ‘we are unable to uphold
the rights of the child’. We have with
undocumented South African children –
she is assisting 144 undocumented children
that consequently are being denied the
SASSA care grant. Communities need to be
stabilised – one person said they hoped the
army to come in and protect children.
The Commission listened to the narration
of the tragedy of poverty and the complete
neglect of children in Bonteheuwel
especially where parents are abusing
substances and where mothers prioritise
boyfriends over children. Children born
with drug addiction and foetal alcohol
syndrome drop out of school as early as
nine years old; girls used as drug mules and
boys being given guns. Adolescent boys
are being sent to prison which will only turn
them into gangsters. ‘How do we walk past
that very first boy on the pavement, in a
blanket and let it go?’ The trauma that these
children are experiencing leads to mental
illness. ‘Our children are being caught up in
this cycle of violence… the next generation
of perpetrators are already on our streets.’
Western Cape reported the highest number
of child murders nationally. Child murder
in the Western Cape has been normalised
and does not get much attention from any
quarter.
It is clear from the evidence presented that
communities are mobilising themselves
to deal with the issue of child safety, but
more needs to be done. However, the
existing efforts need to be extended and
strengthened much more to deal with the
crisis. The relevant state departments are
generally failing our communities. This may
be due to a lack of resources, the unequal
distribution of resources, lack of proper
training of police and civil servants, or a
general lack of empathy and compassion.
Technology presents us with a safe and
effective way to assist in dealing with the
safety of children. Schools are supposed

to be safe spaces for children and learners,
but we know that violence, bullying, drug
dealing and gangsterism have become
normal in many schools. Statistics from
research shows the fact that children are
over-exposed to violence. The app that was
developed makes it possible for children
and others to report bullying and threats
anonymously and without fear. The app
provides a means to notify learners and
parents of any danger or threats through a
push notification system, which is indeed a
very helpful communication method.
The Mitchells Plain Crisis Forum was
established after the death of a thirteen-year
old girl when the community felt ‘enough is
enough.’ This body has been called out to
assist in other communities when children
went missing. It was emphasised that the
perpetrators of violence against children
are not always a stranger, but could be a
neighbour or even someone living in your
house, or a relative. The fact that many
of the perpetrators are repeat offenders,
points a finger at our criminal justice system
and its rehabilitation programmes. An
appeal was made for greater community
involvement in decisions regarding parole
and the release of offenders. We will have
to address the challenges in a more holistic
and sustainable way, focussing on the root
causes why young people get involved in
drugs, crime and gangsterism. In addition,
police officers should be trained to be more
sensitive and compassionate when dealing
with these cases.
When we called on the Premier to establish
this inquiry, the provincial government
thought this inquiry will cost too much
money.
This was in the period when
children were being killed daily. The MEC
for social services said in a meeting that
‘we are not child protection organisations
because we do not do statutory work’.
These responses illustrate the magnitude of
the problem. Solutions, many people spoke
about the pain, rather than the solutions.
The opportunity to talk meant they went to
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a place of releasing pain more and shared
less about what can be done although they
did mention solutions.
The value of the PCOI for victims is that
their voices could be heard, that they had
the opportunity to speak out and be placed
on record. For this the presence of the
South African Human Rights Commission
is crucial, although we did not have the
Commissioner present on the panel the
official support of the SAHRC remains
significant.
The testimonies brought
together the intersectionality of struggles,
as extensive as the contributions were,
they were by no means exhaustive.
They paint a picture of devastation, of a
government’s failure to protect its people
and the most vulnerable, its children. The
PCOI is a process of bringing together
thoughts and ideas that can be taken
further, more people and organisations can
be engaged and projects and programs can
be developed or strengthened. The PCOI
is also an opportunity for our government
to be more involved and responsive to the
impact of poverty on our children.
The following recommendations are based
on the five commission themes which
children and adult stakeholders’ testified
over a period of a period of four months:

chapter five

RECOMMENDATIONS

Family Life
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A campaign is needed to get all undocumented children registered.
Training of service providers regarding quality services for vulnerable families.
Decent housing, addressing overcrowding in homes.
Housing for backyard dwellers.
Community-based shelters and places of safety for children facing neglect and
abuse in the home.
Programmes for parents, particular teenage and single parents with specific 		
emphasis on fathers.
Child care facilities specifically for parents working nightshifts and generally for
working parents who leave their homes early in the morning and late at night
leaving young siblings to fend for their brothers and sisters.

Community Safety (Housing, food security, recreation, safe spaces)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accelerate housing development for those on the waiting list for decades.
Greater emphasis on social housing and how social housing can bridge racial,
gender and economic divides.
Community-based activities that excite and captivate children including: music,
rap music, poetry, play to prevent violence against children.
Appropriate youth programmes focusing on sexual health, conflict mediation,
anger management, career and economic empowerment.
Safe beautiful parks with protection for children to play in.
A united community willing to work together and deal constructively with 		
differences.
Improved government and community relations to foster working together to
build safe communities.
Greater government accountability regarding policy development and 			
implementation, resourcing and implementation of national and provincial action
plans.

School safety
•
•
•
•
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Extra-mural activities at schools
Capacity building for educators in trauma-sensitivity and psychosocial support for
learners within the school environment.
Legal empowerment training for school management regarding their responsibility
to report crime against children.
Assessment of schools’ social readiness by multidisciplinary teams consisting of

		
both government agencies and civil society in order to strengthen schools’
ability 			
to deal with school violence.
•
A monitoring and reporting system for truancy and violence against children 			
where modern technology can be utilised.
•
Action plans to support schools after the assessment process and report.
•
Vetting and monitoring of school transport providers.
•
Residential school facilities for children with disabilities with particular reference to
children with hearing disabilities.
•
School facilities that accommodates learners with disabilities.
•
Trauma-sensitive ECD facilities and schools.

Safety and security
•
Police clearance of all persons working with children.
•
Community access to Domestic Violence and Sexual Offenders registers.
•
A Resocialisation Programme to develop tolerance, resilience, conflict 			
		
management
skills, learning about personality, and parenting skills run by
government agencies, faith-based organisations, community-based organisations and
business.
•
Community participation in safety and security interventions such as search and 		
rescue groups, environmental cleaning, Identifiable adult walkers to watch 			
and assist children walking in the streets.
•
Sign language interpreters for deaf children accessing police stations, health clinics
and other public institutions.
•
Capacity building for community stakeholders in public participatory processes 		
such as written submissions to support communities in effective engagement with
government.
•
Revisiting the effectiveness of Imbizos.
•
Effective systems to protect children’s lives and prevent child murders.

Health and social assistance
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Training of government agencies on psycho-social assistance and support for 		
refugees and asylum seekers.
Clean communities with flora and fauna (trees, flowers, birds).
Literacy needs to be developed and can also be done through storytelling, plays, 		
writing with the children.
Self-care programmes for community workers to ensure their well-being and 		
safety.
Greater access to psychosocial support services such as drug rehabilitation, trauma
counselling, diversion programmes and basic health centre for children within their
communities.
Food security in schools to combat child hunger.
Economic empowerment programmes for youth and the unemployed to enable 		
self-reliance.
The immediate appointment of a Child Commissioner in the province.

chapter six

MOVING
AHEAD
The PCOI purposefully limited to the voices of government agencies to ensure that the
voices of the communities can be heard. What has emerged clearly from the suggestions
is that only a coherent holistic and multi-stakeholder intervention will succeed in arresting
the growing problem of violence against children. The words of Councillor Fiona Abrahams capture the collective viewpoint of all testifiers when she reiterates:

… children are the future leaders, they are the future parents, they are the future society of our country and I’m scared only of the thoughts what if the majority of our children growing up rights have been violated. What type of adults will they grow into?
What type of parents will they be? Or what type of community or society will we turn
into? I’m shivering when I’m thinking of a generation will come if we don’t do anything
to protect the rights of our children
As a collective, we envision a different world for children to grow up and become responsible adults who will lead and build our country politically, economically and socially.

Vision for a Different World

A society that is peaceful and safe and works to promote and protect children’s rights.
A society in which people and our relationships with each other are in the centre of our
being and doing.
A society which promotes children’s agency, and listens to their needs and suggestions.
A society which promotes trust through our collective actions to demonstrate that we are
being listened to and are acting to build a new social compact which promotes
A society whose leadership is collective, accountable and collaborative.

Our Next Steps to Reach the Vision

We must firstly acknowledge that as government and civil society including communities,
we have failed our children. We convened the PCOI to contribute towards changing the
status quo. Our intention is to ensure that this final report will be used as an advocacy tool
by all stakeholders. The last section will focus on what all stakeholders can do to change
the tide.

What Can National, Provincial and Local Government Do?
•
Be a Government of Doing
-
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Implement government programs not just talk about them
Implementation should not stop if the political parties or officials change

-

-

Government performance planning should focus on safety of children
Improve support offered to our children for e.g. open up the locked community 		
centres, ensure recreational facilities counselling and drop in centres
Undertake impact assessment on all the programs that is conducted in our 			
communities to asses’ impact and only continue implement those that are 			
impactful
Implement policies and laws e.g. POCA legislation

•

Be Collaborative

-

-

All government departments must learn to work together and stop blaming each 		
other. All the departments on one-page acting together
Government must develop a comprehensive multi stakeholder plan for socio-		
economic development of Cape Flats specifically
Improve Cooperation between ward councillors, NGOs and government 			
departments

Individual departments should
•
SAPS
-

•
-

A functional forensic system
Keep families informed during searches and / or investigation as this reduces the 		
trauma to families. It helps when you know what’s happening
make sniffer dogs and helicopters available to poor communities when we search 		
for missing children.
Control the places in which liquor stores are placed and control late hours of 			
taverns and them serving kids
Visible policing to protect children.
Better detective services.
We need to get the corruption out of our police stations. Officers need to be 			
suspended and prosecuted if they found to be breaking the law.
Ensure all CPF function effectively
SAPS have a standing order to mobilise as soon as a child is reported missing but 		
this does not always happen. Need a faster response from SAPS

Health

-

Must Improve mental health services on the cape flats with a focus on trauma 		
reduction and trauma informed responses
Medical services need to understand the link between trauma and physical health. 		
Our clinics need to offer psychosocial services.
Improve children’s access to appropriate mental health services that don’t shame 		
and stigmatize children
Children should be informed of what support services are available for them
Health facilities / professional need to be able to communicate with deaf children 		
through sign language so that they can understand issues related to their health
Places of safety for children so that they can undergo counselling and get support
Need for more call centres-help lines to counsel and refer our children
More district surgeons

•

Correctional services

-

-
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Re purpose youth detention centres. Youth prisons should be youth development 		

-

centres to prevent youth to break the cycle
For offenders there need to be rehabilitation programs in prison otherwise they
will re-offend and this perpetuates the cycle of violence in our community. For
petty crimes we need restitution and community rehabilitation not imprisonment.
Community to have a say if sex offenders can be released into their community.

•

DSD

-

-

More emergency places of safety where in emergencies children can be taken to.
The foster care/CYCC systems is too slow in emergencies
More counselling programs for children and families.
More parent programs to support parents to understand and assist their children
Emergency or disaster programs that help children cope with the violence in their
lives.
We need night time care / crèche for children of mothers who work at night
Need successful truancy programs that offer counselling to assist our learner to
stay in school
Improve DSD support and helpline services and ensure social workers come to
communities after hours
SASSA and community must make sure child grants get to the child or are used for
care giving

•

Home Affairs

•

Education

-

-

-

-
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Lack of documentation for refugee children makes them very vulnerable. The
system from home affairs is very slow and this impacts on health schooling and
their safety from child trafficking

Given the high levels of violence in schools to create an environment conducive
for learning we need a multi stakeholder and inter-sectoral intervention to 		
overcome violence in the school we need to have a values driven education built
into our education system
Educate educators on the rights of children and inform them on what support
organisations are available to assist so they can understand how to act toward
learners from abusive situations
Enough well-funded ECD and aftercare centres that are properly managed and run
according to regulations
The introduction of a resocialization program in schools that develops the learner
personally. A program that helps them to become tolerant and resilient and 		
teaches them about conflict management. The program should teach learners
about their personality and emotions. This program should help learners 		
understand that they can take an active role in working through issues of conflict
in school
Train more social workers as we have a shortage of over 50 000 s
The interests of the child should be put at the centre of our schooling system and
society. It is in our constitution sec28.2
Schools must build stronger partnerships with the department of community
safety and health. Schools must also build relationships with the community
School should be community hubs offering services to community-counselling,
parenting, social clubs

-

-

There is a need for more support for teen mothers with regard to understanding
what she is facing, what support services are available what she needs to do about 		
her health and medical check-ups. We need family counselling and interventions
to help teen mother in her family. Teen mothers also need support when they 		
return to school
Educating deaf learners on what their rights are
Deaf children face a particular extra difficulty which is not accommodated in
schools e.g when there is a fire alarm or safety alarm eg a flashing light and the 		
sound would help to alert the learner
More after care and sports facilities for children with special needs
Promote acceptance of deaf children through educating learners in schools about 		
the challenges of special needs children
Every school should have a nurse, a trauma support councillor and a social worker

•

Housing

-

-

We need to we have programs of informal settlement upgrading with the intention
to develop them into dignified settlements
We need to expand that understanding of what is special needs housing
Adequate housing so people are not sleeping from kitchen to from door with no 		
privacy and boundaries between adult and child behaviour

•

Monitoring

•

Justice

-

-

Government must implement and comply with the Children’s rights convention.
Appoint a Children’s Rights Commissioner with broad powers
Having a children’s commissioner would ensure that these rights and conventions 		
are implemented

Our system must be based on restitution

What Can Communities Do?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Build relationships with different departments of government and hold them 		
accountable. Community need to organise and how system and officials 			
accountable
Support the guideline to do things in a legal way
Initiate action to push government and business in partnership with community to 		
green neighbourhoods and develop facilities
Heal The pain anger caused by violence affects the victim/survivor as well as the 		
perpetrators families and causes divisions in the community
Grow food in open spaces in communities.
Volunteer for community building programs. Community volunteers and those 		
doing child transport to and from schools need to be screened and vetted to 			
ensure that perpetrators don’t get access to children
Organise support groups to monitor court proceedings and SAPS investigations to 		
make sure that the families are kept up to date and the detectives keep focussing 		
on the case
Supervise Adult supervision for learners while they wait for transport to and from 		
school and in play areas in our communities
Build Active neighbourhood watch with good relationships with community

•
•
•
•

Organise networks of support. Community based organisations need to support
other organisations outside of their community. CBOs need to hold local police
stations accountable for quality of service
Monitor exposure of children to alcohol and cigarettes. Children should not be
served cigarettes and alcohol at Spazas
Keep an eye on community must make sure child grants get to the child or are
used for care giving
Use existing services Parents need to bring their children for counselling

What Can NGOs Do?
•
•
•
•
•

•

Support for community leaders to deal with their responses to what they 		
experience
Educate Workshops to help understand how to deal with grief and loss as well as
trauma
Partner communities and government to ensure more rehabilitation for victims
and their families and perpetrators otherwise you can’t break the circle
Improve cooperation between ward councillors, NGOs and government 		
departments
Capacitate ensure that in every community you have a group of trauma support
workers who can be the first response when we are affected by violence and
Improve the skills of our frontline workers and community members so they can
offer basic counselling and referrals.
Officials in faith based organisations need capacity building about child safety
issues and how to make our children safe

What Can Business Do?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Start and maintain a call centre which you can call directly for assistance with child
safety issues.
Sponsor recreational programs in schools
Develop business in communities on the cape flats. We need a new deal for the
cape flats i.t.o. socio economic development.
Improve mental health services on the cape flats with a focus on trauma reduction
and trauma informed responses
Make available digital technology to aid safety e.g. Guardian app to promote 		
disclosure and offer support.
Open access We need night time care crèche for children of mothers who work at
night

What Can We Do In Partnership With Each Other?
•
•

•
•
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Solidarity actions with communities experiencing high levels of violence
Visibility Make the pain and violence visible to the wider community. The stories
of violence shootings death and resulting dislocation are in part hidden from 		
broader CT society and the nation as a whole. Need to bring the crises to attention
of the nation
Create and affirm new forms of masculinity. Men need to stand up as men and say
what is happening to our kids and women must be brought to an end. We 		
need boys to men programs to support our boys as they grow up
Promote We need to promote safety at school in the classroom. When children
are coming from abusive homes when they get to school they often become 		

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

disruptive. We need school based intervention to support these children resilience.
We also need to follow up with families to get to the root of the problem. We also 		
need to ensure that instances of violence in schools-bullying, rape, physical-are 		
followed up on until action is taken. Part of this safety is extra-mural programmes 		
for the children to let off energy and learn. We need different kind of activities in 		
our community where adults are promoting your child is my child
Generate opportunities children telling their stories through writing, poetry, music 		
dance and drama
Support children who drop out of school to go back to school. We must do 			
everything we can to keep our children in schools and after care centres or sports 		
and extra mural activities.
Ensure Safe Houses in our communities where children can go to for help
Green our communities and parks if the environment is better children will be 		
health. Bring the trees, grass, birds and parks
Acknowledge the work of community members who help our children
Reflect stop and look inside ourselves for answers to what can we do and how can 		
we do it.
Rebuild family support systems and community support systems. We need to 		
build a sort of a community support system where families can look out for 			
each other. Families take care of each other, family supporting each other
Collaborate We need to build partnerships between different kinds of support 		
services being offered so that the child can be supported by a group of 			
organisations and get more holistic care and support
Prevent We need to break the cycle of violence through help to counsel and 			
support our children so that they can make sense of what is happening to them 		
and ensure they don’t do the same thing to others

In conclusion, we want to thank all who supported us on this journey. We are aware of
the risks that testifiers took to provide the PCOI commissioners with their testimonies.
We are mindful that the testimonies retriggered deep hurt and pain that many are still
experiencing. We are committed to ensuring that PCOI fulfils its commitment to ensure
better lives for our future leaders in our beautiful country despites its various masks.
All testifiers testimonies are shared partially in the report with the exception of one person,
Patsy Daniels due to the quality of the recording. Our apologies to her.
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